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The Famil ) Relation 


| 


_ 


“Mothers, can do great things.” 

In England, some years ago, a young 
man presented himself before a body of | 
clergymen to be examined that he might be | 
licensed to preach the gospel. His ad- 
vantages for study had not been very 
great, and he had many fears that he 
could not sustain himself, and answer 
the numerous questions which he knew 
would be proposed. With a trembling | 
heart he stood up before his fathers and 
brethren, and one of them asked him 





with whom he had studied divinity. 


The young man was somewhat con- 
fused at this question, for he knew very 
well that he had not enjoyed the instruc- 
tions of any distinguished divine, and he 
replied with hesitation, ‘‘My mother 
taught me the Scriptures.” 

‘‘Ah,” said the minister who had asked 
the question, “mothers can do great 
things!’ 

The examination then proceeded, and 
the result was delightful proof that moth- 
ers may be good teachers of theology; 
that the truths implanted by their early 
instructions, watered by their pious tears, 
and sanctified in answer to their prayers, 
will bear precious fruit after many days. 

This candidate for the ministry was 
found to be mighty in the Scriptures, and 
most gladly was he commissioned to go 
forth and preach the word to his fellow 
men, He is now, or was not long since, 
in the faithful and successful Siitinest| 
of his high calling, blessing God for the 
teachings of a pious mother, and causing 
many to rejoice that in such a school he 





was trained for the ministry of the ever- 
lasting gospel. | 


And in the very early ages of the| 


Christian church, not a great many years | 


after the Lord Jesus ascended to glory, | 
there was a very excellent minister 


: » Who, | 
if 1 recollect 


aright, was taught the! 
| 


Scriptures in the same school in which | 


this young man studied. Paul the apos- 
tle wrote a letter to him, and refers him 
to the early instructions which he had re- 
ceived and thus counsels him: 

“But continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned, and has been assured 


of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 


them; and that from a child tl 
known the Holy 
able to make thee wise 
through faith which is in C 
_ And in another place he speaks of the 
Joy which he had in remembering that 


both the grandmother and the mother of | 


this young minister to whom he was writ- 
; were 
ig, were women of unte‘gned piety; and| 


| 


Wwe are thus enabled to understand how it 


|when children, they were folded; 


10u_ hast | 
Scriptures, which are | 
unto salvation | 
hrist Jesus.”’ | 





occurred that Timothy, without the ad- 
vantages of a seminary, or even the reg- 
ular instructions of an approved divine, 
had been thoroughly taught the Scrip- 
tures, and was able to show himself ‘‘ap- 
proved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed.” 

In these days we have the rich privi- 
leges of excellent seminaries of learning, 
where our youth can go and sit at the 
feet of wise and holy men, to learn the 
word ef God and seek preparation for the 
gospel ministry. But who train those 
young men for those seminaries? Enter 
them and ask each student by whose 
influence he was led to consecrate him-- 
self to the service of Christ? Of every 
ten candidates for the ministry, you will 
probably find that seven, at least, are the 
sons of pious mothers. Perhaps they 
were converted in revivals of religion; 
perhaps far away from home; perhaps 
they are reclaimed prodigals; but, they 
remember maternal counsels and. tears 
and prayers. Those were the ‘‘last 
links” that were broken when they went 
astray; those were the first memories 
awakened when the Holy Spirit com- 
menced the work of their recall. ‘*Moth- 
ers can do great things” in training up 
ministers of the gospel, and the church is 
under deep indebtedness to them, for 
many who are now burning and shining 
lights on the high places of Zion. 

The retired mother in the country, or 
the unknown mother in a great city, with 
a little group of children around her 
knees, may not feel the truth that there 
is in her hand the power that may move 
the world. But the impulse of her heart 
may be felt all over the earth; overturn- 
ing thrones, reforming nations, dispelling 
error, spreading knowledge, and convert- 
ing souls. She ought to feel this truth, 


| and whenever she imprints a kiss on an 
Cartes H. Hex. Worcester and County, and will supply | 


infant’s cheek, send to heaven a prayer 
that that child may be an angel of mercy 
to a perishing world. 

That.was a pleasant thought of some 
philosopher, whose name has gone from 
me, that sound never ceases; but when a 
vibration on the air has once been made, 
it extends and travels, diminishing in 
strength indeed, but never dying; so that 
the soft whispers of nature which we hear 
at eventide, are but the warblings of the 
mightier voices which have startled us 
before, and are now flying on in their 
ceaseless and almost silent course. Re- 
verse this illustration and it meets the 
case before me. Thought never dies. 
The impress it makes on the mind it first 
reaches, is communicated to another and 
another; the circle of its influence widens 
as more minds are touched by its power. 
Its flight is onward. It crosses moun- 
tains and seas and deserts, leaving its 
mark on every soul it meets; it comes 
back to its source and still travels, till it 
girdles the earth with its strength, and 
imprints itself on the intellect of the world. 

A young mother kneels with her first 
born in the privacy of her own chamber, 
and with emotion which none but mothers 
know, she devotes him to God’s service 
in spreading his glory abread. She fast- 
ens on his mind the thought that he must 
be useful in the world, and glorify his 
Maker by winning souls to the Saviour. 
An impulse is given that is never lost. 
Perhaps the Spirit seals the impression, 
and the child grows up under its influ- 
ence. He must obey it. A necessity is 
laid upon him, and he acts as he is moved. 
Perhaps his life is spent, and but two or 
three are known to him as having been 
brought by his instrumentality from sin to 
God. But those two or three are acting 
on others, and those on others still; the 
circle of their influence is extending; 
succeeding generations feel it; distant 
lands are feeling it; it lasts while time 
lasts, and is felt with thrills of joy and 
gratitude in the eternal world. 

Tracing the present missionary enter- 
prise of the American churches back to 
its source, we are fond of going to the 
haystack near Williams’ College, where 
Mills and Hall were cherishing the ‘‘first 
spark of missionary fire’? that fell from 
heaven on this western world. But I 
would love to go a little farther back, and 
learn, if it can be known, in whose arms, 
by 


whose knee they repeated the evening 


prayer; and whose instructions gave their 


young minds their first impulses towards 
God. ‘Mothers can do great things,” 
and perhaps they have done more than 
we have yet thought, for the spread of 
the gospel over the earth. 

And if I could link no great and 


| good enterprises directly with maternal 


influence, I would still feel that the in- 
fluence is great enough to be the spring 
of them all, and unacknowledged only be- 
cause it is unseen. And I would love to 
know that the mothers of this land are 























praying and teaching and living wit 
impression fastened on their hearts; 
the noblest achievements which pl 
thropy and religion burn to accomplish are 
within the capacities of those who now 
play in their halls, or sleep in their arms, 
NV. Y. Observer. 


“The Beautiful Text.” 


j ‘But, my children, what do you fear?” 
inquired a kind mother. The usual hour 
of rest with little i hed passed, and 
yet they lingered, and seemed very 
unwilling to go. At last they entreated 
to be allowed to sleep with the servant 
girl. This their mother refused. She 
spoke to them of their pleasant chamber, 
and expressed hersurprise thatthey should 
wish to leave it, and repeated her wish 
that they should retire immediately. 
Then they looked very sad, and the 
eyes of the youngest filled with tears as 
she whispered, ‘‘We are afraid, mother.” 
It was with grief and surprise that their 
mother heard this; and she repeated her 
inquiry as to what they feared, before she 
succeeded in obtaining a reply. ‘‘Oh 
mother, the girls at school do tell such 
stories!” 

‘‘What stories, my love?” 

‘Why, ‘about ghosts, and sights, and 
murders, and everything that is dreadful,” 
replied Julia, and she covered her face 
with her hands, and shrunk back, as if 
some terrible sight presented itself to her 
view. 

‘But, my children, can it be possible 
that you believe in the reality of these 
things!—that you believe in the appear- 
ance of ghosts and apparitions?” 





‘‘No! dear mother, we don’t believe 
them, but somehow I keep thinking of 
them, and I wish the girls had not told me 
such things.” 

“I very much regret that they have 
done so,”’ replied the mother; ‘‘but since 
this is the case, will it not be best to 
endeavor to forget them as soon as 
possible? Surely you donot really pelieve 
these things.”” , 

‘‘No, mother,”’ said they both, ‘‘but,” 
continued Emma, ‘‘how can we forget 


them?’’ 


“Simply by thinking of something 
better than those foolish stories, and by 
commending yourselves to the protection 
of your heavenly Father. Come, my 
dears, let us go to your chamber, where 
we shall find nothing to fear, but a kind 
and Almighty Friend, who will watch 
over and protect us, if we trust in Him.” 
‘“‘And now good night, my dear chil- 
dren,”’ said their mother, as she saw them 
sweetly laid on their pillows—‘‘Good 
night! remember these words: ‘Thou wilt 
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on Thee.’ ‘Think of this text and 
you will not fear. It means that those 
who trust in God will have nothing to 
fear; but that on the contrary they will 
have perfect peace.” 

“Oh mother! ’tis a beautiful text! 
‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on Thee.’ ” 

The next morning, as their mother 
entered the chamber, she saw that Emma 
was still asleep, while Julia started up, 
exclaiming, ‘‘Oh that beautifultext. We 
were not afraid one bit even after you 
went down, dear mother. We both said 
it aloud several times, and then I kept 
repeating it to myself, can’t tell you how 
I felt. Why I felt my heart grow as soft! 
—O! it is a beautiful text!” 

“So it is a beautiful text!’ said Emma 
starting up. ‘Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
Thee!’ 





The Law of the Lips. 


Speak kindly to thy fellow-man, 
Lest he should die, while yet 
Thy bitter accents wring his heart, 
And make his pale cheek wet. 


Speak tenderly to him; for he 
Hath many toils to bear; 

And he is weak, and often sighs 
As thou dost—under care. 


Speak lovingly to him; he is 
A brother of thine own; 

He well may claim thy sympathies, 
Who’s bone of thine own bone. 


Speak meekly to him; he may be 
A holier man than thou, 

And fitting it may be for thee 
To him with reverence bow. 


Speak solemnly to him; for thou 
And he must surely meet, 

To make account for idle words, 
Before the judgment-seat. 


Speak faithfully to him; thy word 
May touch him deep within, 
And save his erring soul from death, 









Wile. | 

There is no combination of letters in| 
he English language which excites more 
pleasing and interesting associations in the | 
mind of man, than the word. ‘*wif!” It | 
presentsto the mind’s eye acheerful com- | 
panion, a disinterested adviser, a nurse in 
sickness, a comforter in misfortune, and 
an ever affectionate companion. !t con- 
jures up the image of a lovely, cenfiding 
woman, who cheerfully undertakes to 
contribute to your huppiness, {) par- 
take with you the cep, whether of Wea! or 
woe, which destiny may offer. The word 
wife, is synonymous with the gréatest 
earthly blessing; and we pity the unfor- 
tunate wight who is compelled, by fate’s 
severe decree, to trudge along through 


life’s dull pilgrimage without one. 


Selections. 








The Spirit’s Influence. 

LET USPRAY MUCII FOR THE SPiRIT’S IN- 
FLUENCE. Solomon’s heart appears to 
have been exercised with emotions foo big 
for utterance, at the thought of God’s dwel- 
ling on the earth and in the temple he was 
building. How much more should we be 
delighted, when we are ascertained, that 
He whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, has wrought our hearts into a 
temple for his residence, if we are Chris- 
tians? - He has done this by his Spirit. 
We have seen, it is by his light,*that all 
is revealed in religion. Does -He make 
truth powerful, and savingly efficacious? 
Does He help our infirmities, and make 
intercession for us?—does he, like acar- 
rier angel, bring us all our comforts, and 
peace? O whothen, who of us, will not 
love, hunger, and thirst after his pres- 
ence? Does He arm us for temptation, 
and strengthen us for victory? Does He 
wing our affections and lead ‘us timorous 
into the presence of Jesus? . O, has He 





zeal of the French monarch forthe man- 
liness of his chamber cabinet. The world 
should learn their ‘‘high calling,” by 
their holy life and godly carriage. The 
idol works of Baal’s worship would have 
been as fit for God’s house, as is a world- 
ly life fora child of the skies. If then 
we would enjoy the light, comfort, and 
love of the Holy Spirit, may we so live 
that he shall not be grieved, and hurt by 
our deportment. 

Ihave said the prophet informed Ze- 
rubbabel of the truth of my text to encour- 
age him. We may use i for the . same 
end, as laborers upon the temple now 
building. This is an age of building, 
doing, but none too much so, if our motto 
is, ‘‘not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” We 
may trust to things, good and valuable in 
themselves, to the harm of Zion. If a 
house of inviting elegance and comfort, a 
rich toned organ, a choir of Orpheus’ 
fabled power, or even a ministry able and 
eloquent, or voluntary associations, or any 
thing of like nature, though good in them- 
selves, if we rely upon them as workmen 
for Zion’s walls in rearing God’s spiritual 
house, our reliance is as groundless as 
though based upon automaton puppets. 
They, with all other, and the choicest in- 
strumentalities, need to be sanctified and 
used by the Spirit, before they are one 
jot’s remove from worthlessness. A chis- 
el of the finest steel, a brush and paint of 
the nicest kind, are nothing but tools or 
instruments. So of all we bring to the 
work of the Lord. Though this truth is 
theoretically admitted, in our efforts to 
advance the kingdom of God in the earth, 
I submit, beloved, whether it has over us 
that magaetie polarity, that holds our 
eyes, and hearts, and longing desires, to 
the Holy Ghost for his blessing? Has it 
theuniform action of an elementary law, 
in our spiritaal existence, like that of na- 
ture over the needle? Oris it the erratic 





inaugurated God’s dear Son in our bo- 
soins, so that ‘‘God dwelleth in us?’’ and 
by the eye of faith enshrined in our hearts 
an antepast of heaven? Blessed! blessed 
Spirit! wo must, we will, covet thy influ- 
ence with large, constant desires. 

In proportion as we value reconcilia- 
tion with God, the knowledge of his name, 
and grace, and in short, all that is desir- 
able in religion in the same ratio, shall we 
desire, and pray for the Spirit’s influence. 
The Scriptures by giving instructions in 
regard to asking for, and exhorting us not 
to grieve away the agent, whereby we are 
‘sealed unto the day of redemption,”’ 
plainly show his influence is given most to 
those who most appreciate and desire it. 
Let us then remember our dependence 
upon, and our indebtedness to that great 
Artificer, which can make us anew, and 
build us into the walls of God’s spiritual 
temple. Our struggle to live a devout 
and holy life, and to do good, will end in 
abortive weariness, so long as we make 
the attempt in our own strength. Let the 
Spirit practically have the honor of being 
the Creator, Sustainer, and Guide of ‘‘the 
new man,”’ and we shall live and accom- 
plish much. Otherwise, one could as 
well think of smoothing the heaving ocean 
with his hand, or hush the booming gale 
with the stamp of his foot. 

WE SHOULD DEMEAN OURSELVES AS THE 
SUBJECTS OF THE Spirit. It 
meet, to make the temple of Solomon a 
house of merchandize. It is not proper 
our hearts, formed into the temple of God, 
should be shops ofmammon. We are ex- 
horted to ‘‘walk in the Spirit,’ which 
may mean, to live according to the dic- 
tates or instructions of the Spirit; to 
evince our respect for his authority, our 
love for his presence, and fear of his de- 
parture. He is ajealous God, and his honor 
will he not give to another. 
honor him, by manifesting the fruits or 
works of his agency. 


such conduct as is in accordance with the 


dicated its character. 


what we are. 
namesake of his, ‘‘change your name, sir, 


Alexander.’ Can men so demean them- 
selves as to dishonor high names and 
royal birth? How much more may they 
do it then, who are called ‘the children 
ef God,” and are ‘‘born of the Spirit?” 
Charlemagne once reprovingly said to 
some of his nobles who were dressed 
more finely than he thought befitting, 
‘“‘for shame, learn to dress you like men, 
and let the world learn of your rank, by 
your merit, not your habit.” Christians 
are the nobles of the ‘King of kings,” 
and his solicitude that they should “learn 
to dress” themselves in the spiritual at- 











And cover o’er his sin! 


tire of his people, is far greater than the 


was not 


The numerous ex-| place of worship I should attend. 
hortations and instructions contained in | both ministers,and liked them about equal- 
the word of God, designed to induce |!y—the Sunday school decided me. I 


comet-flame that now and then goes 
shooting amid the clouds of our theology ? 
In our religion, and personal piety, is it 
not more like the brand-light of night, 
than the great orb of all day? Does it 
usher in, and carry off the glories of day, 
or merely indicate a torch is burning on 
the surrounding darkness? As a tenet 
merely, itis atruth that might as well be 
entombed. All spiritual life, health, ac- 
tion, and usefulness, hinge upon it. Its 
whole worth and beauty consist in its 
vital, practical nature. There is no reli- 
gion, not a pulse of life, not a breathing 
of piety without it. Let us feel then, day 
by day, that our best endeavors are mere 
instruments in the hands of the divine 
Spirit; and since he condescends to use 
them, let it be our highest ambition to 
keep those hands well filled. 
Rev. Z. Bradford’s Discourse. 


“The Sunday School decided Me.” 

From a sketch of Rev. Thomas Rawson 
Taylor, of Sheffield, England, we take the 
following passages:— 

‘‘Thomas Rawson Taylor was the son 
ofa highly esteemed and venerable min- 
ister in Yorkshire, who is still living. 
He endeavored to stamp his son with the 
marks of his religion, and he succeeded 
almost to the desire of his heart. Child- 
hood and youth are in general, vanity, 
but they are not guided and moulded in 
jvain. Hence, in this instance, good in- 
| tellectual, as well as a religious educa- 
\tion, produced very early habits of study 
lend reflection, and a state of mind bor- 
| dering upon piety. 

As soon as he left home to learn a se- 
cular business, he became a Sunday 
|school teacher. In a letter written at 
| the age of sixteen to his father, he says, 
| ‘1 am become a Sunday school teacher, 








We are to | andregular attendant at St. James’ street. 


| I was for some time undecided as tothe 
Theard 


knew no one at Castle Gate. All our 


character of the Spirit, are fresh in your| young folks are teachers at St. James’ 
minds. ‘The ordinances of the temple in- | street, and I was asked at a teachers’ 
Thus the ordinan- | meeting of the latter place, to become 
ces or acts ofour deportment indicate | one of them. 
Said Alexander to a soldier | and am associated with Mr. W, R 


I consented with pleasure, 





’ 


|in the conduct of a class. We are all 


for your conduct disgraces the title of| perpetual teachers— Sunday after Sunday 


without a day of cessation. Inform me how 
you both are, and how the Sunday school 
goes on.” 

The young man became the pastor at 
| the age of twenty-three. His pastorate 
| was short—his health failed; while it last- 
‘ed, he was at home in the meetings of 
‘his Sunday school teachers. On the 
| partial restoration of health, he was ap- 
pointed classical tutor of Airedale College 
where he had been a student; but he 
| preached his ast sermon in less than four 
| years, in his old pulpit at She flield. 
| died, admired and lamented, at the age of 
twenty-seven.” 





1 must Pray more. 


other day the conviction came to my mind 

with strange power, and I said with 

greater emphasis than ever, I must pray 

more. It struck me with indescribable 

wonder that so little time should be em- 

ployed, and so little energy expended, in 

prayer, even by those who are prompt to 

acknowledge its dignity as a privilege, 

and its efficacy as a means of obtaining 

good. It is not now as it was in patri- 

archal times. Wedo not pray as Jacob 

dia, $e wrestled watil the breaking of 
the day. Yes, his praying was wrestling, 

and it lasted all night. We put forth no 

such power in prayer, and we do not al- 

low the repose of our nights to be inter- 

rupted by it. It is not because our wants 

are all supplied that we are so feeble and 

brief in prayer—nor is it that God’s 

bounty is exhausted. We are as poor 

as creatures ever were, and He as rich 

and munificent as ever. His hand is not 

shortened, neither his ear heavy. 

Only think how small a portion of each 

successive day is spent in prayer, I 

wonder if any Christian ever thought of 
it without being so dissatisfied as to re- 

solve that he would spend more time in 

prayer the next day. Just add together 

the minutes you daily occupy in suppli- 

cation, and the kindred exercises of de- 

votion, scriptural reading and meditation, 

and see to what it will amount. Will the 
sum total be one hour? Whaut! less than 
an hour a day in devotion?—not one 
twenty-fourth part of time! And is this 
all which can be afforded? Let us see. 
How much time has business? Could 
not a little be saved from business for 
prayer? Do you not give an hour or two 
more to business every day than it abso- 
lutely requires? Then how much time 
has sleep for the refreshment of the body? 

Might not some little time be redeemed 

from sleep and spent in prayer, with more 

profit to the whole man than if it were 
given to repose? Would not the soul 
thereby obtain a rest, which would,most 
favorably react on the body? I do not 
believe that the Psalmist suffered any 
thing in the day for the hours of night he 
spent in communing on his bed with his 
own heart and with God. I do not be- 
lieve that even ‘‘tired nature’? had any 
reason to complain o¢ that interruption of 
the repose due to her. I suspect he en- 
joyed as good health, and was as vigor- 
ous through the day as we, though he 
rose at midnight to give thanks unto God 
and prevented the dawning of the morn- 
ing with his prayer. Such interruptions 
of sleep are no loss even to the body. I 
am sure, and I think no one can doubt, 
that considerably more time might be af- 
forded for ‘prayer than is actually given 
to it. Ifwe take none from business and 
none from sleep, yet could not some be 
spared from the table, or conversation, 
which is not always the most profitable? 
Perhaps some of us spend more time in 
barely receiving the body’s nourishment, 
than we do in the entire care of the soul! 
But not to dwell to tediousness on this 
topic. You have only to look back on a 
day, to perceive how much of it might 
have been spent in prayer and devotion 
without interfering with any thing which 
ought not to be interfered with, 

Seeing then that we can pray more— 
that time can be afforded for it, I am 
amazed that we do not pray more. If 
prayer was nothing but a duly, we ought 
to pray more. We do not pray enough 
to discharge the mere obligation of pray- 
er. We are commanded to pray more 
than we do, ay, to pray ‘‘without ceas- 
ing.” But prayer, while itis a duty, is 
rather to be viewed by us in the light of a 
privilege. And O it is such a privilege! 
What a favor that we may petition God 
and ask of him eternal life, with the con- 
fidence that we shall not ask in vain! 
How strange it is that we no more value 
and exercise this privilege of prayer! It 
is astonishing that the sense of want, or 
the desire of happiness, does not carry 
us oftencr to the throne of grace, and 
that we should ever require to be incited 
to prayer by the stimulus of conscience. 
Oh! I wonder that we do not oftener go 
in unto the King, whose gracious sceptre 
is ever extended towards us—I wonder 
we have not more frequent and longer 
interviews with our heavenly Father. It 
is strange we do not pray more, when 
prayer is the easiest way of obtaining 
good. What is so easy as to ask for 
what we want? How could we receive 
blessings on cheaper terms? Surely it is 











easier than to labor, and less expensive 
|than to buy. It may be hard to the spirit 
to ask of men. ‘To beg of them you may 
ibe ashamed. But no such feeling should 


He |keep you aloof from God. He giveth 


‘and upbraideth not. : 
But prayer is not merely the easiest 


I habitually feel this necessity, but the | 


193. 
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way of obtaining good. It is the only way 
of obtaining the greatest of all good. 
The subordinate necessaries of life we 
get by labor or purchase; but the things 
we Most need are given in answer to 
prayer. The one thing needful is a di- 
vine donation. We ask, and receive it. 
Now we labor much. Why do we not 
pray more? Do we seek a profilable em- 
ployment? None is so profitable as pray- 
er. No labor makes so large a return. 
If you have am unoceupied hour—and 
you have many, er might have—by ro- 
deeming time, you cangot employ it in 
aay Avay that shall Jell.se favorably on” 
your interests as by filling it up with pe- 
titions to Ged, Yet when we have such 
an hour, how apt we aré to spend it in 
unprofitable intercourse with our fellows, 
rather than in communion with God. It 
is wonderful that we talk so much, when 
‘the talk of the lips terdeth only to pen- 
ury,”’ and pray so littl, when prayer 
“brings a quick return of blessings in 
variety.”’ 

Is there any thing attended by a purer 
pleasure than prayer? One who knew, 
said, ‘‘It is good for me to draw near to 
God,”—and again, ‘It is good to sing 
praises unto our God: for it ie pleasant, 
and praise is comely.’’ All the exercises 
of devotion are as full of pleasure as they 
are abundant in profit. 

But prayer is not only a means of get- 
ling good, It is such a means of doing 
good, that 1 wonder our benevolence 
does not lead us to pray more. We are 
commanded, ‘‘as we have opportunity,” 
to do good unto all men. Now prayer 
affords us the opportunity of being univer- 
sal benefactors, Through God we can 
reach all men. We can make ourselves 
felt by all the world, by moving the hand 
that moves it. In no other way can we 
reach all. Prayer makes us, in a sense, 
omnipresent and omnipotent. It prevails 
with Him who is beth. 

The world needs your intercessions. It 
lies in wickedness. Zion needs them. 
She languishes because few pray for her 
peace; few come to her solemn assem- 
blies. Whose family needs not the pray- 
ers of te overy member! Who thas not 
kindred that are out of Christ? With 
such a cull upon us for prayer so urgent, 
and from so many quarters, | wonder we 
pray no more. 

1 must pray more, for then I shall do 
more—more for God, and more for my- 
self; for I find that when I pray most, I 
accomplish more in the briefer intervals 
between my devotions, than when I give 
all my time to labor and study. I am 
convinced there is nothing lost by prayer. 
I am sure nothing helps a student like 
prayer. His most felicitous hours, his 
hours of most successful application to 
study, are those which immediately follow 
his seasons of most fervent devotion. And 
no wonder. Shall the collision of created 
minds with each other produce in them a 
salutary excitement, and shall not the 
communion of those minds with the infinite 
Intelligence much more excite them, and 
make them capable of wider thought and 
loftier conceptions? 

1 must pray more, because other Chris- 
tians, whose biography I have read, have 
prayed more than I do. 

God is disposed to hear more prayers 
from me than I offer; and Jesus, the Me- 
diator, stands ready to present more for 
me. 

If] pray more, I shall sin less. 

I will pray more. The Lord help to 
fulfil this resolution. Nevins. 


A Night of Prayer. 
The intelligence below is an extract of 
a letter from the Rev. A. W. Murray, 
missionary of the London Missionary 
Society, at the Samoa or Navigator's Is- 
land in the Southern Pacific, dated June, 
1841. Scenes similar to that which is de- 
scribed in this extract, had been witness- 
ed in those Islands for several months:— 
“The past night has been a most re- 
markable one—such a night as certainly 
never before occurred in this district. I 
retired about half past ten o'clock, and 
fell asleep, with the voice of prayer and 
weeping sounding in my ears. About 
one o’clock I was aroused by the same 
sounds, and going out, I found there was 
a general commotion throughout the vil- 
lage. The members of the church were 
pleading, some of them in the most ear- 
nest and melting language, for the oo 
version of their brethren, while the voice 
and wailing was heard in 
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pa. 0 oe: from those who have 
been recently awakened. It was deeply 


affecting to hear and to witness what was 
‘going on, and well fitted to fill the mind 
with the most solemn and delightful emo- 
tions. It was a sweet, still, moonlight 
night and every thing seemed to wear an 
aspect of peculiar loveliness. I thought 











~~ 


Pode Tah 1h Be egy 4 
> A Oo aged Peter - 


‘ yh, we 


vw 


rage ere 
rttrerectndeen td 5 Ini 
— 


bathendicnsent 
ae 














; 
Ge 
we fa 
ey 
8 
* 
+t 
te 
ip 
as 
+2 
i 
: 
: 
Pa. 4 




















, 
of by-gone days, and experienced a thrill 


1 joy, which words cannot ex- 
ne omg T sndertal change which has 
been effected.” i : 

Another missionary writing relative to 
the same outpouring of the Spirit says— 
«Multitudes have been awakened and 
converted. I think as many as five hun- 
dred persons have been received into 
chureh-fellowship in the course of one 
year, all of whom have given satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart. So great 
is the religious feeling among all classes 
of the people, that the whole island, con- 
taining from four to five thousand inhab- 
itants, seems to be brought under the law 
of Christ. 1 myselfhave been living for 
three months in the same house with some 
of these converted heathen—first fruits 
unto Christ in Tutuila, and am enabled to 
testify that they adorn the gospel of God 
our Saviour in all things. May these be 
indeed the earnest of the abundant har- 
vest of redeemed souls, not only among 
the inhabitants of Tutuila, but all the isl- 
ands of the Pacific.” —Duy Spring. 





The Great and Final Battle. 


Archbishop Usher is said to have had 
a foreboding of theimpending final struggle 
between Popery and Protestantism. As 
the anticipations formed by this eminent 
Prelate of the issue of this conflict are of 
an encouraging nature, and have evident- 
ly a bearing upon the subject which has 
been under disenssion, I will submit them 
to your thoughtful considefation. 

«The greatest stroke upon the Reform- 
ed churches is yet to come; and the time 
of the utter ruin of the See of Rome shall 
be when she thinks herself most secure.” 
One presuming toinquire of him what his 
general apprehensions were concerning a 
very great persecution, he answered ‘“That 
a very great persecution would fall upon 
all the Protestant churches in Europe;” 
adding ‘‘I tell you, all you have seen hath 
been but the beginning of sorrow, to what 
is yet to come upon the Protestant 
churches of Christ, which will ere long, 
fall under a sharper persecution than 
ever. Therefure,”’ said he, ‘‘look you 
be not found in the outer court, but a 
worshipper in the temple, before the altar; 
for Christ will measure all those that pro- 
fess his name, and call themselves his 
people: and the outward worshippers he 
will leave out to be trodden down of the 
Gentiles. The outer court is the formal 
Christian whose religion consists in per- 
forming the outward duties of Christianity 
without having an inward life and power 
of faith uniting him to Christ; and these 
God will leave to be trodden down, and 
swept away by the Geutiles. But the 
worshippers within the temple, and be- 
fore the altar, God will hide in the hollow 
of his hand, and under the shadow of his 
wings. And this shall be one great dif- 
ference between the last and all the other 
preceding persecutions. For, in the for- 
mer, the most eminent and spiritual min- 
isters and Christians did generally suffer 
most, and wore must violently falten upon. 
But in this last persecution, these shall 
be preserved by God, as a seed to par- 
take of that glory which shall immediate- 
ly follow, and come upon the church, as 
soon as ever this storm shall be over. 
For, as it shall be the sharpest, so it 
shall be the shortest persecution of them 
all; and shall only take away the gross 
hypocrites and formal professors; but the 
true believers shall be preserved till the 
calamity be over.” 

The passage above quoted is taken from 
the appendix to a scarce Treatise, enti- 
tled ‘‘Apocalyptical Key,” by Robert 
Fleming, published first in 1701, and re- 
published in 1809. In this same book is 
an extraordinary extract from Dr. Good- 
man’s Exposition of the Revelation, pub- 
lished in the year 1630. 

‘‘Whether the wine-press will be 
brought into this country, He only knows 
who is the Lord both of the harvest and 
the vintage. Only this may be more con- 
fidently affirmed, that those carnal Prot- 
estants, in England and other places, 
who like the outward court, have been 
joined to the people of God, shall yet, be- 
fore the expiration of the beast’s kingdom 
and number, be more or less given up to 
the Papists, and be made to yield to them, 
if not all of them by bloody wars and con- 
quests, yet by some base and unworthy 
yielding to them, as a just punishment of 
their carnal profession of the Gospel.”— 
Archdeacon of Ely’s Charge at Cambridge 
in May, 1835. 





The Cities of the Plain Future | 


Punishment. 


*The man who denies the doctrine of | 
‘future punishment cannot explain the 


destruction of the Sodomites. If they 
were swept immediately to heaven, where 
was their punishment? Were they not 


blessed above the righteous Lot, above | 


the prayerful Abraham? If they sleep 
insensibly till the judgment, they are 


of course unconscious, and the interval | 


is virtually no interval to them; they per- 


ished in the bituminous flame in one | 


moment, and the next moment of con- 
consciousness they find themselves in heav- 
en. Abraham praying for the righteous, 


said, That be far fromthee, that the right- | 


eous shall be as the wicked! Shall we then 
say, let the righteous be worse dealt with 


than the wicked? The climax of the sin of 


Sodom was unbounded licentiousness, 


and the very manner and movements of 


their ruin proclaim how the Holy One 
abhors it, and how disgraceful is its 
nature, as well as how sure its curse. 
The mournful result on the family of the 
pious Lot of a residence 

shows how Christians are bou 
over themselves and their children, 


in Sodom, 


nd to wateh | 


: lest 
they also be led into temptation, corrupted 


‘ —— 


in their minds, and destroyed forever. 
Two daughters of Lot were left behind, 
his wife converted into a pillar of salt, 
land his two remaining daughters give 
levidence that their consciences were 
seared, and their hearts utterly Segreret. 
O what a voice of warning peals in our 
ears. How does it seem to cry, Beware 
of the vine of Sodom, and the grapes of 
Gomorrah! 

And isit so, that these guilty millions 
went down to hell? Did they go down to 
be companions of those who were swept 
away by the flood? Have they worn out 
the long, tedious duration of these four 
thousand years in the flames of wo? For 
them has no mercy smiled? When the 
angels sung at the Saviour’s birth, it-was 
no music for them.—When the Spirit 
deacended on the day of Pentecost, it 
brought no life for them. Oh, how 
terrible is hell! its remorse, its company, 
its long, endless duration! How could the 
Sodomites have borne it so long; how will 
they, how can they bear it forever? 

But it will be more tolerable for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, 
than for those who die in sin, amidst all 
the tender, melting offers of mercy. 
Who among us shall dwell in eternal fire! 
Who among us shall dwell with everlast- 
ing burnings?—M. Y. Evangelist. 











CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR. 


, BOSTON, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, ¥842. 


i 





Fanaticism of Abolitionists, 


We adopt the above title, to the article we 
are about to pen, to remind our readers of the 
almost incredible change, which has passed, 
like a dream, over the popular sentiment of 
this country, within the last six years. How 
brief the period since the softest term, ap- 
plied to the avowed enemies of oppression 
and advocates of freedom, was Sanatic. 
The same language was common with the 
high and the low, the learned and the ignorant, 
the virtuous and the vicious. All pitied, and 
ridiculed the dupes of an error so absurd—so 
outrageous, as was that of believing and main- 
taining that all men were born free, and 
endowed with equal inalienable rights. But 
on surveying the community now, we find 
scarce a vestige of this pity and ridicule re- 
maining. The phrase with which we have 
headed this article, is nearly obsolete. Have 
you seen it in any of the papers during the 
last winter? Have you heard it from the lips 
ofany? We have not—and we have been led 
to inquire, what does this indicate? What 
are we to infer from this marked, universal 
change in the popular phraseology—this 
entire renunciation of opprobrious epithets, as 
applied to abolitionists 2? The same, probably, 
which we are to infer from a thousand other 
significant omens—that the laughers them- 
selves—the great mass of the people in- 
deed, are catching this same mania of “ fanat- 
icism.” The anti-slavery sentiment is spread- 
ing with a reality and rapidity, that none but 
{such as live ina nut-shell, or wear a “skull- 
}eap drawn over their eyes,” can fail to per- 
ceive, or have the effrontery to deny. How 
wonderfully is the tone of the Press, both 
religious and political, changed on this sub- 
cject. You will now frequently see a rank 
anti-slavery article, gliding its way, spite of 
old prejudices and long-practised habits of 
‘cautious prudence, into such papers as the 
; Boston Recorder, Christian Watchman and 

Vermont Chronicle. Even the New York 

Observer has been roused to the utterance of 
| strange things by the slave-holders’ treatment 
‘of a quiet attendant at one of their Conven- 
, tions. And all know the liberal views which 
| have been taken by the N. Y. American, N. 
| Y. Tribune, Boston Mercantile Journal, Lynn 

Record, and many other secular papers pub- 
; lished in the free States. But the mania is 
; even getting beyond the free States. Six 
{ years ago, and petitions for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, were the 
scorn and derision of millions in the North; 
but now such a petition is sent to Congress 
from the Old Dominion ; a petition which de- 
' clares that “slavery and the slave-trade, as it 
exists*in ‘he District of Columbia, is a sin 
igainst God, a foul stain upon our national 
character, and contrary to the spirit of our 
republican institutions ”—and it does not seem 
| to excite any great astonishment either. Who 
, does not remember what a storm of excite- 
| ment was raised by a little anti-slavery sheet 
; some years ago at Baltimore? But now the 
| leading presses of that very city, use language 
{ almost as strong, and half the citizens respond 
‘*amen” to what they utter. Just read the 
following from a Maryland editor. Speaking 
of the Slave-holders’ Convention at Annapolis, 
; he says; 





“When the president of this convention 

' was conducted to the chair, he stated that he 
i was not fully aware of the object, which the 
members of the convention had in view; and 
we are of the opinion that it would puzzle any 
one to discover their intention, after having 
read their published proceedings, unless they 
, conclude, as we have done, that their object 
is to perpetuate slavery—to render permanent 
; in evil, the existence of which we deplore— 
j and to rivet forever the chains of bondage on 
; in unhappy race, who against their will were 
i forced into servitude, and who have as clear a 
right to freedom as any people beneath the 
' sun. If this was the object of the convention 
and we can form no other conclusion con- 
cerning it,) then we condemn its course—we 


(censure the whole of its proceedings—and 
i believe them to be alike uncalled for and un- 
{ just.” 
{ Again, in the same article, we find the fol- 
lowing avowal. 

“We believe that freedom of right ought to 
be universal—that it should be enjoyed by alt 
\ of every kindred, tribe and tongue, and color, 
} and we hope that some plan may be hit upon, 

that will eventually lead to the advantageous 
liberation of every slave, not only in Maryland, 
{ but in the whole Union.” 

Why, what “ fanatics” 
are oming !— a ‘ 
i sgatlons, we oe eet 
‘ made by Southern eualie ae —— eae 
. . : Ongress, in 
the recent discussion with Mr. Adams. For 
instance—said Mr. Arnold of Tennessee 
_* The cause of the slave-holding States is get. 
ting weaker and weaker,and what are theyto do? 
“He would ask his Southern friends what 
‘the South had to rely on if the- Union were 
dissolved ? Suppose the dissolution could be 
} peaceably effected, (if that did not involve a 


these Southerners 


depend upon? All the crowned heads were 
aguinst her. A million of slaves were ready 
to rise, and strike for freedom at the first tap 
of the drum. ‘hey were cut loose from their 
friends at the North (friends that ought to be, 
and without them the South had no friends); 
whither were they to look for protection ? 
How were they to sustain an assault from 
England or France, with that cancer at their 
vitals?” 

With the South, the question of slavery is 
becoming a question not of morals merely, 
but of political economy. They are just be- 
ginning to learn the advantages of free over 
slave labor, and what justice and mercy 
urged ineffectually, their interests are likely to 
make them feel the force of most sensibly. 
Look at the astonishing contrast between 
Kentucky and Ohio, or between Virginia and 
New York. The population of New York 
since 1790 has increased five hundred and 
sixty per cent, while that of Virginia bas in- 
creased sixteen per cent! In 1790 the pop- 
ulation of Virginia was more than double that 
of New York. In 1841 the tables are nearly 
turned in this respect. Virginia is ore third 
larger than New York, and in position, cli- 
mate, soil, and navigable rivers, has decided 
advantages over her towering and victorious 
rival. All this is known to Virginians as well 
as New Yorkers, and is it strange that the 
yoke they wear begins to gall them? Is it 
strange that Southern statesmen, instead of 
crying, “ we'll dissolve the Union,” are begin- 
ning to succumb to Northern superiority, and 
willing to say, as did Mr. Underwood of Ken- 
tucky, the other day, “ The North can do what 
they please with us; they cau adopt their own 
measures; all I ask is that they will let the 
Sowh know what those measures are.” It is 
even true that the free States have now a 
majority of 44 in the House, and under the 
new census they will have 53. What then, 
we ask, will be the cqndition of Southern leg- 
islation, when a few more guns from the 
veteran Adams shall have blown “ gag-rules” 
avd all their kith and kin, into genial dark- 
ness? What the prospects of the “ patriarchal 
institution,” when, with anti-slavery sentiment 
the whole North, and half the South shall be 
thoroughly imbued? ‘That day is certainly at 
hand. Every observant eye must see it. Mr. 
Pierpont, speaking of one State, says, “I 
verily believe that from this day forward, 
no man will be elected Governor of this Com- 
monwealth without the consent and co-opera- 
tion of the Liberty Party; at least till the 
object of that party shall have been attained 
in the entire overthrow of slavery in these 
United States. The friends of freedom must, 
ere long, be the predominant and controlling 
party in Massachusetts.” 

Aud so it must be with every State north 
of Masow’s and Dixou’s line. “ 'The “ fanat- 
icism ” of abolitionists is “like leaven hid in 
three measures af meal.” Already has slavery 
become the national theme. You find it in 
almost every paper, and hear it in almost 
every speech, It is said that more than filty 
presses in the United States-openly condemn 
it, and advocate immediate emancipation. 
And others are rapidly following in the wake. 
Large portions of every religious denomina- 
tion are enlisted in behalf of the slave; and 
the number of ministers who defend his cause, 
already amounts to many thousands, and is 
daily increasing. It is not strange that on a 
subject so vast and intricate, one too involving 
so many interests, there should be among 
persons of kindred feeling, some differences 
of opinion. It is not to be expected, that in 
the pursuit ofan object so difficult of attain- 
ment, there should be, among thousands and 
tens of thousands, ne conflicting views—no 
unhappy schisms. But these differences, 
compared with the great question and its re- 
sults, are like bubbles on the deep. Much as 
they are to be regretted, they ought to seduce 
no philanthropist from the steady pursuit ef 
that glorious consummation, with reference 
to which it may now so well be said, 

“Coming events cast their shadows before.”’ 





Counsels to Christians, 


WHO DESIRE TO DO GOOD TO THE SOULS OF 
MEN. 


We presented our readers last week, with 
some of the “qualifications” necessary to the 
fulfilment of this desire. Under the head, 
“low to perform the duty,” our auther gives 
further directions, whose excellence and im- 
portance can be appreciated only by perusing 
them. In selecting, we reluctantly omit some 
paragraphs, of equal value, perhaps, with 
those we insert, lest we should make of it, 
too long an article. Our object is to remind 
our readers of what they are most liable to 
forget—to call attention to those points, a dis- 
regard to which most frequently defeats the 
efforts of the pious to awaken the impenitent, 
and “ win souls.” 


**Survey your field of operations, so as to 
bring your general sense of obligation to bear 
upon particular persons. A revival of religion 
is a personal concern—it affects men as indi- 
viduals; and your efforts must be made to bear 
upon them as such, The ignorance, sin, daring 
impiety, thoughtless levity, and amazing stu- 
pidity, which every where stare you in the face, 
when you survey your field of labor, should 
stir up your heart, and excite the deepest 
emotion. But do not rest satisfied with this 
general feeling. Ask, ‘‘what sinners is it my 
duty to convert?”? The Providence of God has 
doubtless placed some more immediately 

ithin the sphere of your influence than others 
Kithough your obligations may not be confined 
to them, yet they are doubtless stronger in 
relation to them than others. 

Go to the work in a spirit of simple and humble 
dependance upon God, but with the expectation 
of success. By so doing, you will greatly 
honor God; for in no way can he be so highly 
honored by his people, as by a strong confidence 
in the efficacy of his word and Spirit, and by an 
unwavering faith in his grace and promises; nor 
can he be more dishonored than by the unbelief 
of his own children. ‘‘Be strong in the Lord.’’ 
This will make you as bold as a lion, It will 
inspire you with a courage and patience which 
no obstacles can daunt, and no opposition 
overcome. It will enable you to say with the 
Psalmist, ‘‘The Lord of hosts is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.”” ‘‘The God of 
Israel is the strength of his people.”’ 

Improve the most favorable opportunities for 
conversing with the impenitent. ‘*A word 
spoken in due season, how good is it?’’ Prov. 
15:22. It is generally advisable to converse 
with them at those hours when they are least 

bered with busi When the mind is 
burdened with care, and the chilling influence 
of worldly pursuits exerts its full power, it is 
very difficult to reach the conscience. Yet, do 
not carry this so far as to neglect opportunities 
for doing good, through an excessive fear of 
doing harm. , 

Perform this duty with a tender, melting 
spirit. This was the feeling of the apostle 
Paul. ‘I have great heaviness and sorrow of 
heart—for my brethren, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh.””> Rom. 9: 2,3. ‘*By the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one day 
and night, with tears.’” Acts 20:31. ‘*Out of 
much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote 
unto you with many tears.’’ 2 Cor. 2:4. ‘For 
many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are 
enemies of the cross of Christ.’? Phil. 3: 18. 
Such a spirit as this might melt a heart which 
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would be provoked to opposition by a harsh 
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| imperious manner. The late Rev. Joseph W./is excited aguinst their nearest friends, and 


| Version, 


jhim on the subject of his salvation, he say s, | danger of impenitence and unbelief. 
| **my heart began to rise with bitterness never | not a happy circumstance, that persons should 
known betore. I reproached him, pointed him | Know what is their moral character in reference 
to inconsistencies in the church, raved hke a 
madman, and while my conscience was grinding} , . 
me like a millstone, I still kept pouring out my | this life in amassing wealth, in musie and 
jinvectives. He bore it with meekness—perfect- dancing and laughter and merriment, and 
ly unmoved; and by his gentleness, held up a} 


shield which made every dart I threw recoil 
upon myself. His Christian meekness was too 
much for me. | rose up and left him. If he 
had only given one retort, shown one angry 
feeling, it would have relieved me; but no, I 
could find no handle. I went out into a wood, 
smarting under the wounds which I had been 
giving myself; and when I could stand under it 


tion, asked his pardon, and begged his prayers. 
Truly, as Henry Martyn beautifully says, ‘the 


tulation of a friend and brother. Let even the 
tone of your voice indicate both your low 
estimate of yourself, and the tender regard you 
feel for their souls. 


no longer, returned, told the deacon my situa- 


power of gentleness is irresistible.’” Approach 
the impenitent, not in the assuming attitude of 
a teacher, but with the kind and tender expos- 


Even the same words| ff 


| Barr, in relating his religious experience, speaks ‘especially will their anger be greatly enkin- 
of the labors of a devoted deacon for his con- dle ; ? 
When the deacon began to address | 


d against the preacher who tells them of the 
But is it 


| toanother state of existence 2 Shall we spend 


never sit down seriously to consider whether 
such a course will prepare us for blessedness 
in heaven ? 

We are accustomed to believe that we are 
destined to a state of immortality beyond the 
tomb, The man who should tell us that 
death is the end of our existence, would be 
viewed as a mouster in human shape. But 
have we duly considered what wiil le the 
state of society in the future world? Men 
appear to die with the same moral character 
which they sustained in this world; but how 
different is the temper of their minds! Do 
We promiscuously meet those with whose 
ings and pursuits we ean cordially sympa- 


tone. **A soft answer turneth away wrath.” i 
Prov. 153-1. ‘*A word fitly spoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.’ Prov. 25: 
oe. 


First ascertain, by kind and familiar inquiries, 
the present spiritual condition of the person 
with whom you converse; his knowledge of the 
fundamental doctrines of Christianity, and 
feelings and determinations in relation to the 
interests of his soul. For introducing your 
subject, no better course can be recommended 
than to follow the example ofour Saviour. He 
improved. every opportunity for drawing out 
serious, reflections fiom the most common 
occurrences of life. By the replies made to 
these refsctipns, you can form some estimate of 
the cote of feeling. If you discover any 
appearante of tenderness, you may safely 
proceed with faithful, affectionate, direct per- 
sonal questions. But, if great insensibility is 
manifest, send up your heart to God for direc- 
tion, while you use that ‘*wisdom which is4 
profitable to direct.?? The insensibility only 
shows, that there is the greater necessity, that 
some how or other, the power of the gospel 
should be brought to their hearts. By unneces- 
sary abruptness, in cases of this kind, you may 
defeat your object. 

By no means enter into general and irrelevant 
discussions; this would defeat your whole pur- 
pose, by turning off the attention of the. sinner 
from the consideration of his own personal 
state before God. Endeavor, in the most 
direct manner possible, to get at the conscience 
of the impenitent. This is generally a most 
dificult matter. You will often find every 
avenue of approach most strictly guarded, and 
most courageously defended. Your attention 
will be diverted by speculations upon doctrine; 
by scattered conversation about the inconsistent 
conduct of professors; the externals of religion; 
or something else entirely foreign to the per- 
sonal interests of the individual. But do not 
sufler yourself to be drawn into an argument 
upon any of these matters. Ply the truth to 
his conscience, to make him feel that his 
controversy is with God. ‘For every man 
shall bear his own burden.’? Gal. 6; 15. 
‘“‘Every one shall give an account of himself 
unto God.”? Rom. 14: 12. Be especially careful 
that you dd not make yourself the offended 
party, and treat him as if he had injured you. 
Convince him that he himself is a lost sinner, 
already sentenced by the word of God, and 
every moment exposed to the agonies of eternal 
death. Show him his absolute need of a 
Saviour. Press upon him the duty of immediate 
repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and the danger and guilt of every moment’s 
delay. Try to explain to him, by familiar 
illustrations, what is meant by repentance and 
faith in Christ. Describe the feelings of the 
true penitent, and give him, if possible, some 
just views of faith. This every Christian can 
do, who has much experience of these emotions 
in his own soul. Show him that every moment 
while he rejects the salvation offered in the 
gospel, he is committing a new act of aggravat- 
ed rebellion against God. Strive to bring him 
to a solemn pause; and if possible get him to 
take some stap which will manifest his determi- 
nation to put off this great work no longer. 
This first step may be an attention to some 
particular duty; such as closet or family prayer, 
or attendance upon a partieular meeting for 
serious inquirers.—It is of great importance to 
get him to commit himself. But the utmost 
caution should be observed, that he may not 
mistake this direction for the answer to the 
question, ‘*What must I do to be saved?’’? Show 
him that he is an enemy to God; and that he 
can do nothing pleasing in his sight, till he 
ceases his rebellion and opposition to his govern- 
ment, by repentance and unconditional submis- 
sion. You cannot too strenuously enforce the 
awful truth, that all which an unconverted 
person does is sin. Yet, show him that he is 
under the most solemn obligation, not only to 
pray, but to perform every Christian duty; and 
that his impenitence and unbelief do not, in the 
least, release him from this obligation. 
Endeavor to remove the impression that a long 
season of distress must necessarily precede 
conversion; or that the work requires a series of 
protracted efforts. On the day of Pentecost 
three thousand were converted in a few hours; 
and the jailer believed and was baptized, 
rejoicing with all his house, the same hour that 
he was brought under the influence of the truth. 
Show him that his only hope is in Christ; and 
that he can do nothing to recommend himse!f to 
the favor of God. He must come as a sinner; 
acknowledge the justice of God in his condem- 
nation, and cast himself upon His mere grace, 
through the atoning blood of Christ. He can 
make himself no better. Staying away from 
Christ to get more conviction or feeling, (in- 
stead of coming to Christ as he commands, ) is sin, 
and only aggravates his guilt. Whatever may 
be his anxiety, his prayers, or his tears, he is 
continually irreconciled to God, so long as he 
refuses to accept of Christ, the only meritorious 


ae ss eq" one reap gears. thi nd with whom we should be willing 
when spoken in a loud an old strain, mig ‘ ° 33 inti Se ¢ 
touch the heart, if advanced in a modest under to in a state of endless intimacy? ‘The 


question therefore, ought to be decided, 
at will be our condition in the fiture 


world? The enemies of God, the supercilious 
and the proud, cannnot enter heaven, where 
all is delight God in and submission to His 
will. 


Homo. 





Puseyism. 


Among the various important questions 
with which the religious world is agitated at 
the present time, none perhaps involves the 
interests of. Chrfstiani 
which the “Oxford tr 
thinking minds, of both 
senters, in our mother-land, within the last 
twelve months. 
infidelity and the chureh, which during the 
last century called out the noblest energies of 
English scholars and divines, had for some 
time been looked upon as fairly and finally 
decided. 
stood her ground, and achieved the triumph 
which she sought. 
succeeded, the best energies of the English 
and Protestant church were sinking into in- 
glorious repose. 
Prince of 
grand device against the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ ; 
cause more adroitly, or, for the time being, 
been less successful. 
friends of the truth there have always been 
insincere 


more, than that to 
s” have roused the 
hurchmen and Dis- 


The great contest between 


Truth had marshalled her hosts, and 
Under the quiet which 
It was a fit time for the 
darkuess to machinate another 
and seldom has he managed his 
Among the professed 
and ambitious 


men3;—men who 


would rather lead a popular party than save a 
nation of souls ;—men, on whose vanity or 
love of power, the enemy of all righteousness, 
has had liberty to work in just the way that 
might suit him best. 
such minds under such an influence, we be- 
lieve, that gave birth to the Oxford tracts. It 
was this unhallowed ambition, that so dex- 
terously fitted them to beguile the simple and 
entrap the unwary ; and that sent them abroad, 
to work a mischief, which all the better spirits 
of the age may not be able to counteract. 
The Tractarians (or Puseyites, as they were 
called at first) are rapidly increasing in num- 
ber and growing in power. 
many persons of learning, talents, and rank, 
These have been seduced*and overcome by 
the combined attractions of antiquity and 
novelty; and in consequence, have revived 
usages which had become obsolete, and 
adopted principles which strikingly assimi- 
late them to Romanists. It is said that they 
now even treat with g most significant lenien- 
cy, many of the worst. corruptions of the 
church of Rome; and Papists, on both sides of 
the Atlantic, are claiming them as converts to 
the Romish faith. Still they do not renouncé 
the fellowship of the Protestant church; 
they continue its regular and recognized 
members. 
the most unhappy and distressing confusion, 
that great body of professed Christians, whose 
misfortune it is, to have, with the form of 
godliness, so little of its power. 

The latest accounts inform us that many of 
the bishops are denouncing the spreading 
heresy in the most decided and unequivocal 
language. 
they have 
against it. The whole Protestant world seems 
to be looking on this new development, with 
utter astonishment. 
are unprepared for it. 
or where to meet it. 
comes them to stand thus gazing, and won- 
dering “whereunto this thing will grow.” 
They should buckle on their armor, and like 
their fathers, when infidelity was sapping the 
foundations of morality and religion, take the 
sword of the Spirit, and enter into earnest 
conflict with this new form of opposition to 
the truth and the pure gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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It was the action of 


They embrace 


aAnd thus are they throwing into 


We cannot learn, however, that 


taken any efficient measures 


The “faithful and true” 
They know not bow 
But surely it ill be- 





ton. 


cause of salvation. 
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| mentation, nor the depth of research on any scientifi 
subject. 


Testament doctrine. } 


wicked, 
serveth him not. 


Mal. 3. 
place in a season of Revival. 
the moral character of men. 


tinct ranks, 


omen. 
opposition which will occur. 


consequences. 
sides. Those 


themselves without the limits of vital Chris 
tianity. They had heretofore been wholly un 


of regeneration, and the indispensable im 





serve their friends and acquaintance to be 


[The author being but a plain man among the common 
people, neither a clergyman nora professor in any of the 
iin the reader will not expect any metaphysical argu- 


He hopes, however, to express himself in accor- 
dance with ancient prophecy, and in the plainness of New 


Then shall ye discern hetween the righteons and the 
between him who serveth God and him who 


The text is a prophecy of what shall take 
There is at 
such a time a manifest difference discerned in 
Persons of 
different opinions arrange themselves in dis- 
In the view of some persons of 
timid perception, this seems to be a fearful 
They dread the excitement and the 
They imagine 
itto be the destruction of good society, and 
hazardous to the cause of religion; but such 
persons need not be apprehensive of fearful 
It is a circumstance highly 
favorable to genuine piety when men take 
who have no religion learn 
what is their true character, and they find 


acquainted with themselves, having no proper 
conviction of the feelings of their own hearts 
in reference toa preparation for eternity. Per- 
haps they had been accustomed to hear the 
preaching of a man who had taught them to 
depend on an externally fair moral character, 
and who had never told them of the necessity 


portance of genuine faith in Jesus Christ. In 
a revival of true religion, these persons ob- 


come the subject of a series of exercises of 


Six brethren entered into convenant and 
constit-ted this church July 27, 1743. Addi- 
tions were made to their number, and ina 
‘short period it increased to about forty. Their 
first pastor was Mr. Ephraim Bound, who 
was selected from among themselves, and set 
apart to the work of the ministry by ordina- 
c|tion on the 7th of Sept. in the same year. 
This ordination took place at Greenwich, R. 1. 
for the sake, as the record says, “of those 
Elders who are by us invited to assist, and 
who live remote and ata great distance from 
Boston.” Elder Wightman of Groton, Ct., 
Green of Leicester, and Moulton of Brimfield, 
were among the officiating ministers. 

The first meetings of the church were held 
“at a dwelling house which is still standing at 
the corner of Sheafe and Snowhill Sts. But in 
1745 they removed to a school room situated 
near the spot now occupied by their meeting 
house. For the first ten years, they enjoyed 
uniform peace and prosperity. Additions 
were made to their number from most of 
the towns within a cirevit of twenty miles. 
In *46 they numbered 120, and erected a 
mecting-house, 45 by 33 feet, which was ded- 
icated March J5th. 

Mr. Bound died in 1765. Wis impaired 
health, however, for two or three years pre- 
vious to his decease, induced the Committee 
to send to New Jersey for Mr. Stillman, to 
come and assist him, who, after laboring with 
them a year, accepted an invitation to the 
pastorship of the Firet Chureh. Five years 
intervened before the settlement of another 
pastor, and during this period the church de- 
clined. In 1770, the Rev. Join Davis, a grad- 
uate of the University of Pennsylvania, was 
-jordained their Pastor. He was a inan of 
superior talents and eminent piety. The 
church loved him, and under his ministry be- 
-|gan again to prosper. But in less than two 
years ill health required him to leave them; 





|mind and heart which is to them surprising, | and he died in the wilderness, on the banks of 
Their opposition and sometimes their wrath |the Ohio, accompanied by only a single 
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No stone marks the spot where his themselves to a certain prescribed round of 


; _ ie. — | . | . *. 
| ashes lie—no vestige remains to tell the trav- | duties, and then leave the results ? Instead of 


leler where the melancholy scene occurred. 


| this conclusion, a legihtioate one would seem 
' 


The Rev. Isane Skillman of New York was | to be, that whatever measures we may adopt, 
called to the pastoral care of the chureh | or efforts put forth, we are to look to Christ 
next, and continued to hold it for fourteen | and his Spirit as the efficient agents by which 
years. He was a sensible and learned man, | the desired results must be attained, To 
though, from causes unknown, quite ub popu- earry out the Hlustration with which the Sa. 


lar during the latter part of bis ministry, 


| viour has furnished us, a little farther, Chris, 


Rt iy we ; : ‘ 
In 1788, the Rev. Thomas Gair, who had|is the vine, or the medium by which jg 


previously been pastor at Medfield, was jn-| 
stalled over this church, He died two years | 
| after, but brief as was his ministry, it was most | 
j happy and successful. Three members sur- | 


pe ‘ | 
vive who were connected with the church} 


| using that period. ‘Their house of worship 


jwas then enlarged; and the death of Mr. G, 
'was deeply and universally lamented. He 
was a man of good abilities and engaging 
| manners—a native of Boston, and a graduate 
lof Brown University. 

| The Rev. Thomas Baldwin was the next 
| pastor. His previous residence was Canaan, 
IN...) The services of his installation which 
ltook place Nov. 11, 1790, were attended, as 
| were those of Mr. Gair, in the Rev. Dr. Eliot's 
\(now Dr. Parkman’s) meeting-house, which, 
being large, was kindly offered for the pur- 
pose. A precious revival soon followed Mr. 
B.'s settlement. Ina few years, the house 





was again enlarged, and immediately it was 
filled with hearers. Over 200 persons were 
added to the church in a revival which pre- 
vailed during the years 1003 and 1804. Their 
present house of worship was built in 1810. 
Between the settlement of Dr. Baldwin and 
the Ist of Jan., 1814, he baptized 664 persons. 
90 was the number of members when his 
labors commenced ; 450, when they tertninat 
ed. The death of Dr. B. took place in the 
summer of 1825. He was on a journey to 
Waterville, Me. to attend the commencement 
of the College. He preached at Hallowell on 
the Sabbath, went ftom thence to W. on Mon- 
day, and on the evening of that day, soon 
after retiring to rest, his noble spirit was un- 
caged, and flew away to be at rest. The 
suddenness of his exit rendered doubly pain- 
ful a most eventful and trying scene. His 
body was brought to Boston, and by his 
weeping flock and thousands of sympathizing 
citizens committed to the tomb. Dr, Sharp 
preached his funeral sermon, 

Mr. James D. Knowles was the next pas- 
tor of this church. His ordination took place 
Dee. 28, 1825. It was at this ordination that 
Professor Irah Chase, of Newton, preached 
his memorable sermon on the worth of the 
soul. For nearly seven years Mr. K. continu- 
ed the beloved and successful pastor of this 
people, and was then dismissed, to enter on 
the duties of a professor, in the Theological 
Institution at Newton, 260 persons joined 
the church under his ministry. He died of 
the small pox, at Newton, in May, 183°. And 
seldom has such a gloom been cast over the 
Baptist community of this country, as was 
produced by the intelligence of the untimely 
death of this excellent man. The shock of 





that moment, thousands there are, who will 
never forget. 

The installation of the Rev. Baron Stow, the 
present pastor of this church, took place Nov. 
15, 1832. Mr. Knowles preached the sermon, 
The success of Mr. Stow’s ministry, up to the 
present time, is universally known. The 
church, numbered 479 at his settlement, and 
and 753 have joined it since. Its preset is 
757. About 80 were dismissed during the last 
year to aid in forming the new church at 
Bowdoin Square, and a large number pre- 
viously, to constitute the church at Chelsea, 
the Boylston Church, and the church under 
the care of Mr. Colver. It is a remarkable 
fact in the history of this church from the be- 
ginning, that it has contributed so largely and 
frequently to form other churches. The 
church at Charlestown, the two churches in 
Cambridge, the church at Watertown, as also 
South Boston, Federal St, and those younger 
churches which we have named, all are in- 
debted to the church in Baldwin Place for a 
considerable portion of their original numbers 
and strength. The church at Hingham wasa 
branch of this, almost its whole number being 
at first connected with it. 

Few churehes have occasion for greater 
gratitude to God for the supply he has 
afforded them of a faithful and effivient min- 
istry. The name of Thomas Baldwin is one 
of the most venerated and loved, recorded in 
the annals of American history. Seldom has 
a man accomplished more for the interests of 
the church, in general, and perhaps to no one 
is the Baptist denomination equally indebted. 
His wisdom and prudence guided our coun- 
sels—his piety and energy moved us to unit- 
ed and earnest action, 

This church is characterized by its enlarged 
benevolence, its uniform harmony, the sociali- 
ty and mutual confidence of its members, the 
attachment existing between the people and 
the pastor, and its interest in the religious in- 
struction and spiritual welfare of the young, 
It has connected with it the largest Baptist 
Sabbath school in the city. 

It is now sharing largely in the fruits of the 
prevailing revival. May its peace never be 
disturbed, and its prosperity never cease ! 





Dependence upon Christ. 


Much is said, at the present time, on this 
subject, and many fears expressed, lest in the 
revival efforts which are in progress in this 
vicinity, the principle should be lost sight of, 
and churches come to feel, that instead of 
relying upon Jesus Christ and his Holy Spirit 
for success inthe conversion of souls, they 
have nothing to do but to call in the aid of 
certain distinguished individuals, who, by a 
certain set of measures, have rendered them- 
selves uncommonly successful in arousing 
attention to the subjectof religion. And what 
is dependence upon Christ or the Holy Spirit ? 
Is it such a reliance upon bis power and wil- 
lingness to save, as makes the use of means 
unnecessary ? We should almost be led to 
this conclusion, 1 think, from the manner in 
which some speak of it, and from the distrust 
which they manifest in regard to the well 
directed efforts which others are making with 
such manifest good results. The Saviour has 
taught us, most conclusively, that without him 
we can do nothing; but at the same time he 
has so defined and illustrated the relation 
which we hold to him, that it seems almost 
impossible that any could misapprehend it, 
Says he to his disciples, “ Abide in me, and I 
in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine ; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches; he that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit, for without me ye can do nothing. John 
15: 4,5. Here the relation is stated with 
much distinctness and precision; but who, from 
this statement, would infer that the disciples 
had nothing to do, or that they must confine 


is possible that gracious influences may be 
imparted to his followers; his disciples are 
the branches, upon which are to be found the 
fruits of the vine, hanging in rich clusters ; 
and the Holy Spirit is the agent, by whom, 
through this medium, is communicated all the 
means hecessary to sustain the branches, and 
to nourish and perfect the fruit. ‘This it seema, 
is the established relation between Christ, the 
Holy Spirit, and Christians, Is it then fair or 
reasonable to conclude that the effect produc. 
ed by some preachers, depeuds more upon 
their measures than any thing else ? 

Were the question propounded to me, “Ja 
what consists the pulpit power of some min- 
isters ?” I would say, in the large measures of 
the Spirit’s influence which they enjoy. It ia 
not attributable mainly to logical exaétness in 
argument, to round and polished periods, to 
lofiy flights of imagination, or to pointed and 
pithy applications of the truth uttered. These 
may heighten the eflect, when judiciously 
used by the skilful preacher, whose soul ig 
fired with a flame of heavenly love; but they 
are incompetent to produce it. How many 
proofs have we of the truth of this position? 
There are not wanting multitudes of preachers 
in New England, who excel even in nearly all 
these particulars, and who are regarded as very 
pointed and faithful preachers, but who fail of 
reaching the heartand conscience, Something 
more is needed to make them effective. Ik ig 
the influences of the Spirit to warm their 
hearts, and make them feel deeply the worth 
of the soul, They may be branches, but the 
supply of nourishment which they receive 
from the vine is so small, that life is barely 
sustained, and fruit cannot grow and thrive, 

This view accounts for the fact, that some 
men lose their power over the heart and con 
science. That intimacy or direct intercourse 
which they once muintained with the Spirit, 
has become in a measure broken up, and like 
Samson, shorn of his hair, they become weak 
as other men. In a word, they have ceased 
to depend upon Christ, and his Spirit. If 
we would be effective, then, in our measures 
for the conversion of souls, let us seek a more 
direct and intimate intercourse with the Spirit, 
and instead of tasking our ingenunity to find 
out other causes to uccount for the success of 
certain men, let us seck a well. directed zeal 


wer 
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and power, fromm the great fountain-head of 


spiritual life. 8. 
Happy Results. 

The slaveholders of Maryland not only de- 
feated their own object, in arresting a free citi- 
zen in the quiet pursuit of his-own business, 
and throwing him into prison; but they made 
a still greater mistake, iu the resolutions which 
they passed. In fact, so far from having rid 
their system of any burdens or grievances, by 
holding this Convention, they have involved 
their cause in new und increased difficulties, 
It turns out to be an Anti-Slavery Conven- 
tion, and is likely to prove more effective 
than any which has ever preceded it. A 
Maryland correspondent of the Morning Star, 
speaking of it, says ; 

**'The meas“res adopted and 
to the consideration of the Legislature now in 
session, were so ultra, thet in all probability 
they will completely defeat the object they 
were designed to effect. Fora long time pre- 
cious to that Convention, the neadiavebelties 
citizens of the State (who constitute four-fifths 
of the white population) have not only re- 
mained passive, but many looked with a lenient 
eye even, on Slavery and its abettors—so far 
had their crusade against abolitionists carried, 
them. But when measures were recommended to 
the Legislature, which, if enacted would be 
equivalent to an expulsion of the free blacks from 
the State (who number about 61,000, and on 
whom the non-slaveholding. citizens are depen- 
dent for laborers), they roused the long dor- 
mant principle of equal rights and calle forth 
able pens in its defence. A writer of much 
talent, signing himself Vindex, has published in 
the Baltimore American several articles, in 
which he portrays in a clear and forcible man- 
ner the injustice of the proposed enactments, 

Another writer, under the signature ‘*Civis,” 
through the Baltimore Patriot, deprecates, with 
much warmth, the propositions of the Conven- 
tion, and forewarns the Legislature, to which 
he addresses himself, that the people will never 
submit to them, if enacted. 

Slavery, which a few months since, was a 
subject of so much delicacy that it could not 
be broached, is now publicly canvassed and the 
topic of conversation. And this change has 
been effected too by Slavcholders themselves; 
for in their zeal to protect theirslave property, 
which is daily becoming more precarious, and 
in their desire to consolidate their power, they 
opened the field of discussion; and those who 
have long kept silent, and in secret sighed for 
the deliverance of thé captive, will not be slow 
to improve the present favorable opportunity for 
exertion in his behalf.”’ 

To these statements the same writer add# 
the following just and beautiful sentiments, in 
which we heartily coincide, 

‘We ought to render devout gratitude to the 
wise Disposer of all events; who has thus made 
‘the wrath of man to praise him;’ and with en 
invocation forthe spirit of the Prince of peace, 
gird ourselves anew for the emancipation of the 
slave. he influences which have long silenced 
discussion have been removed, at least in a 
great degree; and though peaceable and safe 
manumission, which we all desire, may not bo 
accomplished for some years, yet we may be 
assured that freedom of thought and speech will 
be maintained, and these will hasten it, The 
treatment which J. Q. Adams has recently re- 
ceived from Southern members of Congress is 
having an influence akin to that of the Slave- 
holders’ Convention. Members from the North, 
as well as members from the South, have yet to 
learn that the love of liberty, planted inthe 
mind by its Creator, cherished by the free air 
we breathe, the free water we drink; fostered 
by the free winds we hear, and the free light- 
nings we see; and strengthened by the soul’s 
unfettered flights, by all it feels, it hopes, and 
éxpects to be, will not permit that mind to be 
restricted in its operations.’’ 





For the Christian Reflector. 
Convention of Baptistsin Western 
New York. 


Agreeable to a call from a number of Baptist ’ 
ministers in the Steuben Baptist Association, & 
meeting was held at Wayne on Wednesday the 
5th of Jan. 1842, for mutual consultation ope 
our religious duty in regard to American Bia- 
very. After the appointment of s moderator 
and clerk p , ElderS | Adsit addressed 
the throne of grace. The object of the meet- 
ing then being briefly stated, a committee of 
three were appointed to enroll the names of 
those presem wishing to become members of & 
convention to carry into effect the object of the 
present meeting. Said committee, sfier * 
brief interval, reported the following ministers’ 
D. Smith, A. C. Malary, M. Rowley, I. Bignel. 
Wm. S$. Smith, 8. Adsit, William Frary, Ele* 
Galusha, and forty one ley brethren. Where 
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upon the convention organized by appointing 
Elder William Frary, President. Eld. Samuel 
Adsit and Ira Smith, Esq. Vice Presidents, 


Henry G Poor and Wm. S&S. Smith, Secreta- 


ries. 


The following resolutions were then present- 


ed, fully discussed and unanimously adopted. 


1, Resolved, That, in our opinion the system of 
slavery as it exists in this country is a palpable 
violation of the first principles of allegiance to 


being, and of the great law of love to our fellow 


creatures, enjoined by, Jesus Christ, the king 


in Zion. 


2. Resolved, That, in our judgment, there can 


Belial. 

3. Resolved, That we feel it incumbent on us, 
as disciples of Him who came to proclaim lib- 
erty to the captive, not only to withhold church 
fellowship from all who hold and justify the 
holding of their fellow men as articles of prop- 
erty, and to labgr and pray for the entire puri- 
fication of all of the Buptist churches from the 
sin of slavery and for its banishment from the 
world. 

4. Resolved, That we regard it as a solemn 
duty of Christians in the exercise of their elec- 
tive franchise not only to withhold their suffra- 
ges from men, who, if elected to office, will 
sustain laws subjecting men to the condition of 
chattels, but to give their support to such can- 
didi tes for legislative and executive office, as 
will, if elected, use their constitutional influ- 
ence for the overthrow of that soul destroying 
and God provoking system, 

5. Resolved, That the striking events of Di- 
vine Providence, affecting the subject of slavery, 
clearly indicate his determination speedily to de- 
stroy the daring invasion of his prerogatives, 
and outrage upon all the rights and atributes of 
humanity, and give us fearful intimation that 
those Christians who do not come up to the help 
ofthe Lord against the mighty in this moral 
warfare against sin will be severely chustized. 

6. Resolved, That we deem it our duty to 
organize a convention auxiliary to the New 
York Baptist Anti-slavery Convention, to facili- 
tate the progress of the principles contained in 
the foregoing resolutions. 

7. Resolved, That we adjourn to meet at 
Pennyan the second Wednesday in Feb. next, 
at 10 o’clock A. M.—that Elder R. P. Lamb, 
William Frary and O. Montague be a committee 
to draft a constitution then to be presented. 

{Account of the Convention at Pennyan next 
week.] 





Elder Knapp. 

The Puritan has taken sides against him. 
Its Editors, who are three “New England 
divines” of the “ straitest sect,” have, after due 
consideration, passed their verdict and 
published it to the world, that “the senti- 
ments of Mr. Knapp are substantially sound, 
so far as they go,” (their own italicising;—but 
that his “violation of good taste is the great 
secret of his notoriety.” They account for his 
collecting “so many people to hear him,” “ only 
on the principle that fame, with — indis- 
criminating minds, is often taken for great. 
ness” —thus passing a most flattering coimpli- 
ment on the citizens of Boston, including 
several eminent ministers of their own denomi- 
nation, as well as a host of educated and 
influential persons, who have attended upon 
his preaching aud expressed opinions entirely 
the reverse. They say, “To depart from the 
customary mode of conducting religious ser- 
vices, and to use expressions in presenting 
truth which shall startle by their excentricity 
and. vulgarity, ia the secret of the power which 
some men wield for a season over a portion of 
the public mind. We pretend not to say that 
the Holy Spirit never uses even such instru- 
mentalities for the conversion of sinners; but 
we believe that if good is done, it is done in 
spite of them, and not because they tend to 
that result.” 

Of course, if what good is done through Mr, 
K’s agency is done in spite of his excentricities— 
the more of these he has, the greater the 
impediments to his usefulness. And if he has 
so many of them, that nothing else distin- 
guishes him as a preacher, the inference is, 
that he is doing very little, if any good 
whatever. But reasoning vice versa—when 
the fact is discovered, that through his instru- 
mentality, the Holy Spirit is actually, spite of 


common sense of the Christian community, t 
say nothing of the disregard which it exhibit 


soul. 





The Last Sabbath in Boston 


Was a day never to be forgotten. 


sacrilege to suppose and to say, 


The several 


have buried willing converts in baptism eacl 








sanctuary, With its long centre aisle occupied 


sisters, husbands and wives. How 


their history had the power to create. 


nection with the family, of which 


**The saints on earth and all the dead 
But one communion make’’— 


esting, or half so important? And when will 
he cease to remem+er it? Not in time. 
in eternity. 


The Lord enable them to 


Christ has promised the crown of life. 


dependent 19. 
churches, very many candidates are still 


nance during the month ensuing. 





been presented. 


The work has been more powerful, espe- 
cially in Br: Neale’s congregation, during the 
It seems 
as if not a single soul among them all, was to 
be left in a state of unreconciliation to God. 
The excitement is deep and solemn, rather 
On every hand 
there seems to prevail the impression that 
God is present, and that preparation must be 


last week, than at any time before. 


then joyous and turbulent. 


made for eternity now or never. 





Onward March ef the Great Reform. 


Last Tuesday evening Marlboro’ Chapel 


pedple,*including many citizens of great 
wealth and respectability, to listen to Mr, 
Knapp on temperance. His discourse was 
announced as the same in subs.ance with that 
he delivered two years ago at Baltimore, 
which was b'essed to the reformation of Jolin 
Hawkins, and which set in motion that * Wash- 
ingtonian ball” that has now acquired such a 
tremendous velocity, that attempts to stop it 
would be like attempts to stop the earth from 
revolving on its axis. The discourse seemed 
to produce on all minds a most delightful 
impression. Its plan was novel and ingenious 
—its illustrations apt and striking. As Mr. 
K. concluded, he called on all who had al- 





every thing, convicting and converting some 
hundreds every passing month, to what conclu- 
sions must we come respecting the usefulness 
of men, in whose labors there are no such 
obstructions to the free operation of the Spirit? 
These learned and dignitied men, who never 
spoil a figure of rhetoric, or use a blunt expres- 
sion, must be accomplishing good to an 
almost infinite amount. For with them, the 
Spirit has free course. 

We must confess, strange thoughts and feel- 
ings crowd upon our “inner man,” when we 
see professed Christian ministers, who, how- 
ever diligent, sincere and faithful they may 
have been, have yet labored fur the conversion 
of sinners during successive years, without 
Seeing as much accomplished as God has 
seen fit to accomplish through Br, K.’s instru- 
mentality in a single month, perhaps in a 
single week, undertakes to disparage his hon- 
est, unambitious endeavors to bring sinners 
to Christ, and to check a tide of influence 
which, they must themselves adinit, is rescu- 
ing thousands from eternal destruction. .As 
ian adherence to established customs, and 
correcthess of style, were of more moment 
than the conversion of sinners! As if a viola- 
nero thn te oe 

: in of an immortal 
soul. Better, we say, that the nerves of all 
= aaa ae preachers in Christendom 
should be shocked, j i y 
Boston should = pa Wes "aie — 
Mr. Knapp’s labors atin. “ot a Z 

& the past winter. 
Ay, better this, infinitely better, 


show where they stood, by rising up. 


their feet instanter. 
mony. 


King Alcohol! 


Baptism at Marlboro’ Chapel. 


evening. 


water, 


he baptized him. 


inanbper, 


morbiug, 





than that one 
should have continued 
in the downward way. What do these men | 
suppose are the feelings of those, whom the 
earnest, simple, truthful manner of Bro, 
Knapp brought to serious reflection, and thus 
into the kingdom of the Saviour, 
sich 


of “these little ones” 


on reading 
veh an article as this which they have seen 
fitto publish ? 

These conscientious critics admit that in 
some of Mr. Ks sermons they have “ found 
little or nothing to obje , 


ct to, and much to ap- 
prove.” 


And then they go on to give an ex- 
= list of his objectionable phrases col- 
ected out of different discourses, 


‘dif which, when 
Wen in this isolated manner, 


without their 
aon convey (as every one who has 
<n See 
g- umble imitation of 

the Boston Ti:nes, in the Reverend conductors 
ofa popular evangelical journal, has excited 
in our mind, the most utter astonishment. 
We love a pure and faultless style as well 
48 any, and admit that Mr. K. sometimes uses 
Phrases that f 
but the idea that herein is the 
Popularity and power, is an 


announcing 
roe Co. N. Y. 
member to address him accordingly. 


We thank Bro. G. for assuring us that the 
readers of the Reflector, in that region, are 
‘much pleased with it, and for his own testi- 
mony in its favor. He adds “ go on, with in- 


creasing courage.” We will. 





We prepared a notice of this for last number, 


Lieutenant Governor, of the State. 
Mr. Pierpont has declined the nomination 


our last page. 








to the better and tenderer feelings of the pious 


It was 
hallowed by scenes, in which it cannot be 
that angels, 
God, the rightful sovereign of every intelligent and the spirits of the just made perfect, felt a 
| joyous interest and were delighted to mingle. 
1 pastors of our Baptist churches 


Sabbath of the last month ; and on this day, 
be no more fellowship between pure Christianity’ wheu for the first time they came around the 
and American slavery than between Christ and / sacramental board, they were welcomed with 
the cordial hand of church end pastoral fel- 
fellowship. Picture to yourself a crowded 


from end to end, with a dense double coluinn 
of “new recruits” to the army fighting under 
the banners of our King, and then receiving 
one afier another the significant pledge of 
Christian affection, and passing round, one to 
the right hand and another to the left, until 
the last young soldier was greeted, and all 
duly enrolled with the “sacramental host of 
God’s elect.”. And here were persons of all 
ages and every variety of individual history. 
Here were parents and childrén, brothers and 
many 
families encircled the domestic altar, last 
Sabbath evening, with sensations of grateful 
pleasure, which no previous occurrences in 
The 
beginning of spiritual life—the outset on a 
career of “glory, honor and immortality ”— 
the day of espousals, of the sinner’s con- 


what point, in his whole history, half so inter- 


Not 
No, never will that first Sabbath 
in March, 1842, be forgotten by any one of 
these three hundred happy—happy souls. 
live so that 
the recolleciion shall always be pleasant. It 
is to those who are faithful unto death, that 


We believe the following to be a correct re- 
port of the additions by baptism, to the Bap- 
tist churches of the city during the Jast month. 
First Church 58, Baldwin Place 52, Bowdoin 
Square 27, Federal Street 28, Boylston 24. 
Free Church 40, Charles St. 6, South——In- 


We may add that in most, if not all, of these 


awaiting baptism, and will receive the ordi- 
We are 
told that in the Boylston Church, the names 
of between GO and 70, not yet baptized, have 


was crowded to overflowing with all sorts of 


ready signed the total abstinence pledge, or 
who were resolved immediately to sign it, to 
And 
the whole of that immense assembly (we 
could not detect one exception) sprang upon 
It was a thrilling testi- 
What an army would all the tee-to- 
tallers of the United States now present, 
congregated together, agaiust the forces or 


The Rev. Mr. Russell, pastor of the church 
and congregation worshipping at Marlboro 
Chapel, wus immersed in the baptistery of 
that Chapel, by Elder Kuapp, last Saturday 
It is stated that as Mr. R. approach- 
ed to the brink of the baptistery, he raised bis 
eyes to Eld. Knapp, and said—See, here is 
What doth hinder me to be baptized ? 
Br. K. immediately replied,—If thou believest 
with all thy heart, thou mayest. And he an- 
swered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.—They then went down into 
the water, both Kuapp and the minister, and 
Aud when they were come 
up out of the water, they were met by one of 
the principal proprietors of the Chapel, and a 
deacon of the church, who, wishing to sub- 
mit to the ordinance, was baptized in like 


We learn farther, that 8 persons were bap- 
tized by Mr. Russell, at the Chapel on Sabbath 


(> Tue Rev. Evon Gatusua writes us, 
his removal to Rochester, Mun- 
His correspondents will re- 


Massacuuserts Lizerty ConveNntTiIoN.— 


but a press-of matter crowded it from our 
columns. It is not too late however now to 
say that 500 delegates were present, and that 
they almost unanimously nominated Joux 
Pierront, Governor, and William Jackson 


An extract from his letter will be found on 


Rev. C. F. Frey.—We learn from the New 

| York papers, that this venerable man is on a 

all on the ear rather harshly ;| mission to his Jewish brethren in different 

secret of his|Cities of the Union. At Philadelphia he 

insult on the} preached thirteen times to crowded audiences 
i 


o lwhich embraced many Jews. In Baltimore 
s (he had not less than fifty or sixty of the de- 
| scendants of Abraham to hearhim. May the 
| blessing of Israel’s God fall on him, and attend 
| his self-denying labors. 





. ‘ 
Doings at Baltimore. 

We have received several communications 
froin different sources, discussing “ Doings at 
Baltimore.” But we have no idea of filling 
our colurnns with controversial matter ; in our 


1 | both the interest and the utility of our paper. 
Much therefore us it would gratify us to accede 
to the wishes of our correspondents, we. must 
beg leave respecttully to decline the use of 
several well-written communications. As on 
this point we treat persons of opposite views 


» jalike, and consult what we suppose to be the | 
general pleasure and advantage of our readers, | 


we are sure there can be no complaint from 
any quarter, although, in some instances, 
there may be disappointment. The following 
articles were brought to our office both in the 
sarge hour, and as they come from “ head- 
quarters,” and tell directly on the subject in 
hand, and appear to be, each of a finale char- 
acter, we give them place. Farther, we are 
resolved, that however it may be with the 
readers of other papers, the readers of the 
Reflector shall not be kept in ignorance of 
anything which it concerns them, as Baptists 
and philanthropists, to know. Light and 
truth we are ommissioned to send abroad, 
whatever they may reveal, or whomever they 
may condemn. We have nothing to conceal. 
We are influenced by no motives to misrep- 
resent. So here, entle readers, we give you 
ove more commefifcation from Mr. Peck, and 
one more from Mr. Colver. If you are inter- 
ested in the subject, read—sift—ponier, and 
draw your own conclusions. Of course you 
will not be surprised to learn that Dea. Lin- 
cola and Mr. Cone coincide with the Board; 
this would have been understood without 
their written testimony. And you will be 
pleased to see Bro. Williams’ avowal, in be- 
half of the Board, of anti-slavery sentiment. 
We hope his letter will be inserted in the 
Watchman, and circulated freely at the 
South. 


For the Christian Reflector. 

Since the publication of the article in the Re- 
flector of the 16th ult. under the above heading, 
the subscriber has received several communi- 
cations from individuals who took part in these 
doings, which he deems it his duty to lay be- 
fore the public. It will be perceived that they 
are of the same general import as the article 
referred to, and indeed authorise the signatures 
of their respective writers to be subscriber to it. 
It is not improbable that every signer of the 
‘**document’’ could honestly do the same: at 
leasé, the writer of this communication knows 
nothing to the contrary.—But their names are 
notneeded. Itissaid that ‘*by the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word shall be establish- 
ed,’’ i.e. of witnesses who are competent to 
testify—eye witnesses and ear witnesscs of the 
facts, where facts are concerned; or where 
motives are assailed, witnesses, and those only, 
who are conscious of the motives assailed, and he 
who knoweth the hearts of all men. Such tes- 
timony was given in the article of the 16th ult. 
{t was limited, both as to act and motive, to 
what the subscribers to it had seen, and heard, 
and felt. The same is true of the testimony 
given below. And it is thought expedient to 
present it, not to confirm the testimony already 
given, but because the individuals who give it 
were prominent actors-in the scenes which have 
been subject-to so gross misrepresertation, and 
their silence would be liable to misconstruction. 





Ithasbeensaid that we are ‘‘parties in the 
case, and therefore exceedingly liable to mis- 
take and in consequence, to misrepresent.’? The 
objection would be valid, were it a case of judg- 
ment or opinion. But it is a case of testimony to 
overt acts and motives, in which it is impossible 
to question the accuracy of the testimony, given 
‘‘dispassionately and without equivocation,”’ 
except on the imputation of wilful falsehood. 
On this point therefore the whole controversy: 
rests—1re the men who have given their testi- 
mony under their own signatures to facts and 
feelings which they know, are they entitled to 
credit? Whena distinguished civilian was lately 
charged with an infamous offence, he certified 
to the falsity of the charge by oath. Did his 
being a ‘‘party in the case’’ render his oath less 
valid, or expose him to the imputation of perjury? 
On the contrary, the evidence was for this 
very reason conclosive, and the ‘‘oath for con- 
firmation was an end of all strife.”? The sub- 
scribers to ‘‘doings at Baltimore’’ have not 
thought it necessary to take upon themselves 
the solemnity of an oath. They have supposed 
that wherever they are known the public 
would also think it unnecessary. They are 
members of Christian churches in good standing. 
Most of them are ministers of the gospel and 
pastors of churches. They have resided in this 
immediate ‘vicinity from ten to forty years. 
Some of them have lived their whole lives in 
Massachusetts or an adjoining State, and until 
the last year the voice of slander or of suspicion, 
as to their integrity or veracity, had never been 
uttered against them. Must such men be told 
that to ‘‘substantiate their own assertions and 
denial they have given us simply the authority 
of their several names’’—as if more were neces- 
sary;—‘‘that certain grave charges yet remain 
to be refuted;”? and that there is neither room 


such facts as have been confirmed by irrefragable 
testimony.”’ Sotomon Peck. 


Washington, Feb. 15, 1842. 
My pear Brotrner,—lI have just finished 
reading the disclaimer in relation to our ‘*do- 
ings at Baltimore,’’? which is published in the 
Watchman of the Ilth inst, signed by Dr. 


the Acting Board. While I deeply regret that 
a necessity existed for this defence of the 
course taken by several of our associates, I 
have great pleasure in saying that the docu- 
ment is a triumphant refutation of the charges 
which had been preferred, and were calcula- 
ted to bring the Board or some of its members 
into disrepute before the Christian public. It 
appears truly to have been prepared ‘‘dispas- 
sionately and without equivocation.”? Having 
had some part in the proceedings that have 
been so severely and unjustly commented up- 
on, | should have been pleased to affix my 
signature to this statement of facts, which is 
true to the letter, if { had been at home. 

The series of numbers entitled **Charges re- 
futed,’? which have been extensively circulated, 
» |are a tissue of misrepresentations, eminently 
adapted to mislead the public mind and to 
pervert the truth. Let the remedy extend as 
faras the evil, and I have no fear but the 
friends of righteousness will ultimately arrive 
at a right result. ! 

lhope in future that the only competition 
among the lovers of missions will be, who shall 
do the most in prosecuting the grand moral 
enterprise of the conversion of the heathen 
world. 

As ever, your faithful associate and fellow 
laborer, EMAN LINCOLN. 


New York, Fed. 16, 1842. 
The sentiments expressed and the facts ad- 
duced, precisely accord with my views of the 
doings in Baltimore; and I therefore attach 
iny Signature to the article with pleasure. 
Srencer H. Cone. 





estimation, we should by so doing, destroy | that the time 


| My Dear Brotuer,—Being much pressed 
in the labors of a revival among my people, 
I was unable to tarry with the brethren until 
the paper, entitled *‘Doincs ar Bauti- 
| ssore,’’ was completed and signed. 

But after examining It, as it now appears in 
|the Christian Watchman of the llth inst. I 
| feel it to be my duty to record my name as one of 
| the ‘tindividuals’’ who signed the ‘*document”’ 
| at Baltimore, thatthe public may be disabused 
lof the unfounded and unreasonable **charges”’ 
brought against the signers of the document 
referred to, and to say that I fully accord to the 
facts set forth, as a plain and upright statement 
| of the truth”in the case. And I am “persuaced 
will come when the public 
will be entirely satisfied that no **compromise,”’ 
was evermade with ‘Southern slaveholders,” 
nor ever intended to be made by the individ- 
uals signing the document referred to, I will 
further add, that in the conference at Balti- 





nor occasion for any concealment or denial of 


Sharp, yourself, and several other members of 


| MGre, it was said to the Georgia delegates, by 


all the Northern brethren present, that they could 
Neither say nor do anything which should gire 
the least sanction to slavery, believing it to be 
entirely wrong. : 

Respectfully, Yours in the great work of 
evangelizing the world. 

Malden, March 2, 1842. N. W. Wituiass. 


For the Christian Reflector. 

Mr. Ep:ror,—Controversy is at all times 

unpleasant. But more especially is it so at a 
time like this, when the delightful work of the 
Spirit around us is drawing our minds to gentler 
things. But endurance, as well as enjoyment, 
is the lot of the Christian in this lower world. 
It seems that Mr. Peck is greatly dissatisfied 
that my notes were permitted to accompany the 
document signed by himself and other indi- 
viduals, and published in the Reflector. I have no 
doubt it is an exceeding affliction to that gentle- 
man that there is one paper through which I 
cannot be assailed without the privilege of 
defence. It seems not to have @atisfied him 
that his article had been spread out before the 
reacers of the Watchman, where my numbers 
had not been permitted to appear, and where 
no reply could be admitted to counteract the 
influence of that strange document. But he 
would, it seems, that it should be ‘unprej- 
udiced’’ by my notes in the Reflector. It seems 
that the gentleman had so drawn and italicized 
the closing paragraph of his article as to 
make the testimony of Prof. Bacon impeach 
my veracity; and though Prof. Bacon has hon- 
orably withdrawn or corrected that statement, 
yet Mr. P. manifests no special grief at the 
injustice done me by that statement. Will he 
see to it that that correction finds a place in the 
Watchman, or will he suffer it to go on working 
its mischief? We shall see. 

I have no doubt, however, that my notes have 
given that gentleman great uneasiness, but I 
see no help for him. The position which he 
and his colleagues have assumed, is as painful as 
it is singular. To their pain I have no dispo- 
sition to add, but I must still doubt whether 
their position is tenable. It seerns to me that 
they should pardon the temerity of the 
humblest of their brethren, should they even 
venture to look at their ‘*doings at Baltimore.’’ 

The position is somewhat novel, to say the 
least, that the agent should put on airs and insist 
that the employer shall receive his simple ipse 
dixit as satisfactory against all evidence which 
may appear ofhisdelinquency. Itseemsto me to 
be claiming exemption from responsibilty, not usu- 
ally claimed by or accorded to ‘‘those in station.’’ 
I would willingly accord much to the honorable 
names attached to that document; but J think in 
this case they ask a little too much; and they 
must not wonder if there are many who suspect 
that the reason of this rather extraordinary 
dignity is that ‘‘all is not sound in Denmark.’’ 
‘*Public men are public property,’? and so are 
their ‘‘doings.’? Their ‘‘doings at Baltimore’? 
concerned, not themselves merely, but all 
those who are interested in the cause of mis- 
sions, and the freedom of the churches from all 
infractions upon their prerogatives from volun- 
tary Associations. It strikes me that it would 
at least appear amiable in these individuals, 
to consent that their ‘‘doings at Baltimore’’ 
should be inspected by those concerned, without 
implicating them in the charge of high treason. 
The doctrine that ‘‘the king can do no wrong”’ 
will hardly apply to them. Documents over 
their own signatures, and documents well 
authenticated by their fraternal men-buying 
and men-owning companions of the South, are 
spread out before the public, (save the dark spots 
in the religious horizon overshadowed by the 
Watchman and kindred prints,) which give to 
their doings at Baltimore a most forbidding 
aspect. These documents they cannot conceal. 
They must meet them. Their condemnation is 
inthem. If they are wrong, it would be more 
ingenuous in them to grapple With them fairly, 
and spare an individual from their shafts, whose 
only crime is that he has given them credit, (and 
why should he not give them credit when they 
themselves are so loth to look them in the face?) 
Their affirmation that they have done nothing 
wrong will not answer. 

If indeed we have an organization in the mis- 
sionary Board orconvention which can thus lift 
itself and its ‘‘doings’’ above common responsi- 
Bility, common inspection and common evi- 
dence, then indeed have we an oligarchy fatal to 
the purity and freedom of the churches, and of 
which as God lovesthe church he must say, as he 
did of one of old, ‘*Though Coniah were the 
signet upon my righthand, yet would I pluck 
him thence’’—an oligarcky before which there is 
one individual who, though he may be crushed, 
will never bow, 

Mr. P. complains that my language is too 
severe, so much so as to forbid reply or imita- 
tion. This may be; I am buta plain, blunt man, 
and am not skilled in ‘thoneyed phrase,” hut 
I beg it may be remembered that 

“* The softest touch to bolls inflamed8eems harsh,” 


and that some allowance for morbid sensibility 
may be made in this case. When I say that 
the election of the signers of the compromise 
document was obtained by ‘‘fraud,’’ Mr. P. finds 
it easier to dispose of it by calling ita hard 
word, than to dispose of the facts set forth in the 
case, (indeed the appellants seem to admit the 
chicanery of the new ticket, as after stating 
the charge, they only, and so earnestly, labor to 
vindicate Prof. B. from any participation in it.) 

When I say that the compromise documents 
were the price of Southern funds and Southern 
votes, it is much more dignified (in his esteem) 
to call it a hard saying, and charge it to a want 
of courtesy, than to meet the testimony of the 
**Southern delegates’? to the fact which I had 
quoted, and dispose of it. 

But still, I will not assert that my words have 
always been the best that could have been 
selected. If {have erred in this respect I hum- 
bly crave their pardon, and as Mr. P. and toe 
other individuals seem to think it would be un- 
dignified in them to meet my “‘surmisings”’ with 
argument or proof, or to reply to my “‘charges’’ 
*tin the columns of a newspaper,”’ “except by a 
bare denial,’’ I will submit to them the following 
proposition, which I trust may be deemed 
reasonable, and which, if accepted, may dispose 
of this matter without the necessity of any 
more hard words, which are so apt to obtrude 
upon us when we are talking about hard 
things. 

Mr. P. says that in my notes I have implicitly 
charged them (the signers of ‘‘doings at Balti- 
more’’) with falsehood. I suppose he alludesto 
what I said in relation to their assertion that 














Board.”’ 


| 


| sive terms which he quotes—*‘audacity,’* “dark 
business,’’ Kc. 
not) has once before been made 
individuals, over the signature o 
friend to Missions,’’ in the columns of the! 
Watchman, Feb. 5, 1841. 


| (pardon the hard word,) and that demands did | 


| reach the acting Board, backed up by a threat | ta 
| of withholding funds and co-operation if they iti 
| were not complied with; and my proposition is the March 
| this, I will submit a feigned issue to one of the Beautiful thing! 


| judges of our courts, and if I prove to the sat- 


laries in Burmah, to be forwarded at the dis- 
leretion of these I make this 
proposition with all sincerity, and it shall be 
complied with in all fidelity, with this proviso, 
that Solomon Peck shall not be reckoned as one 
of the party, as I shall improve him as a 
witness. Narue. CoLver. 


individuals. 


P.S. Allow me to say one word about the 
Watchman. I seem to be exposed to a double 
fire. I will not trouble the readers of the Reflec- 
tor with a reply to the last specimen of his 
‘*forgiving silence,’’ which is but a continuation 
of his favors for nearly two years past, without 
permission to reply through his columns.—I 
will only say, should he ever consent that the 
accused should be permitted to defend himself 
to his readers, I will prove that his assertion, 
that the report that Northern Abolitionists. 
wished to bring the subject of slavery into the 
convention originated in my lettersto England, 
is not true, and also what he saye about his 
having proved that I authorized him to state 
that I did not wish to get it there, is not true. 
His oft repeated threat not to say anything 
more about me, reminds me of an old lady 
who thought aloud in meeting. Why there 
said she I spoke in meeting. Why there I 
spoke again. Why I keep speaking. 





{> Tue Presivents of the United States. 
A beautiful engraving published by C. A. 
Wakefield, No 56 Cornhill. The likenesses 
are remarkably exact—the whole execution 
admirably fine. All who weuld encourage 
American artists, and ornament the parlcr or 
the study, with a handsome picture, will be 
apt to purchase it. 





{+ The Steam Ship Careponta, which 
was to have sailed from Liverpool on the 4th 
of Feb. had not arrived, when our paper went 
to press. The most alarming and painful 
apprebensions are felt for her safety. 





To Reapers anp CoresponpeEnts.—We 
have received accounts of revivals from Nan- 
tucket and North Adams. They shall appear 
next week. 

Interesting news from the Sandwich Is- 
lands, obituary of W. M. D., and the Hamilton 
Convention, next week. 





QG> The New York State Temperance 
Society held its thirteenth anniversary, on the 
8th and 10th ult. It was a great and glorious 
meeting. The addresses and exercises were 
interspersed by occasional singing, and some 
of the hymns were original. The following 
was one. 


|**no demands reached the members of the acting |in reading it, and which more care would 
: < have modified. But we remember that the 
It was in relation to this that I used the offen- | author is a preacher, and we well know that that 


| may pass off admirably from the pulpit, which 
A similar assertion (if I mistake | admits of abundant criticism when issued 
by one of those from the press. All in all, it is an excellent 
f a “Northern discourse. An extract from it will be found 


on our first page. 


| | iug—“ Contented wi 
isfaction of the court what I have affirmed they | mair,” 


|shall pay the cost, and if I fail 1 will pay the) nage? F 
| cost and one hundred dollars, not to the funds | who are the writers in this nun 
| of the Board, but to the support of the mission-| Burritt js one. 





A messenger of gladness 
Is speeding through our land, 
Dispelling grief and sadness 
From many a household band, 
She boasts of glorious triumphs, 
Of victories nobly won, 
And whispers of fresh conquests, 
And deeds of kindness done. 


The brow of wasting beauty, 
With grief was shadowed o’er, 
The wife was bound by duty 
To one who loved no more; 
But now that brow is beaming, 
In bliss without alloy; 
And if her eyes are streaming, 
The stream is fed by joy. 


This is the work of temperance; 
Shall we not then proclaim, 
Throughout our happy country, 
Her glory and her fame? 
Ye winds of Heaven, waft it, 

Ye billows, gently bear 
Her praise to distant nations, 
Till all her joys shall share. 





Literary Notices, 


My Saviour, or Devotional Meditations 
on the names and titles of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. By the Rev. Joun East, M. A. Som- 
erset Eng. 

A sixth edition of this excellent book has 
just been published, in a beautiful octavo of 
250 pages, by James B. Dow of this city. 
This is one of those invaluable productions 
which accomplish the two great objects of re- 
ligious writing at once,—in forming the intel- 
lect and improving the heart—enforcing truth 
and inspiring devotion,—confirming the faith 
and cultivating the taste. It is full of 
Christ. It honors him as he is wortly to be 
honored, and is thoroughly imbued with the 
sweet influence of the subject on which it 
treats. This is the kind of books which we 
desire to see circulated among the thousands, 
in whose view, a few days since, such a work 
would have been anything but attractive, but 
who now would regard itas among the choic- 
est treasures of the earth. 


2 


Tae Osstacies anp ExcouRaGEMENTS TO 
Missioxary Errort. By Sumuel W. Fisher 
West Bloomfield, N. J. 

This is a lecture delivered before the Bos- 
ton Young Men’s Society for the Diffusion of 
| Missionary Knowledge. It is one of the most 
| eloquent productions we have ever read, and 
Tappan & Dennett have presented it to 
the public (in a pamphlet to be sure) but with 
a body exactly befitting the soul. Such a fair 
open impression—such white and beautiful 
paper—it makes us cheerful to look at it. 
The art and taste of Boston publishers are 
lcertainly astonishing. We gave an extract 
from this lecture last week, which we headed 
|* Infidelity versus Christianity.” 





Tue Connexion BETWEEN TasTE anv Mor- 
ats.—Two lectures by Mark Hopkins, D. D. 
Here is a twin pamphlet to the one noticed 
above, from the same publishers. The lec- 
tures are worthy the author, who is one of the 
finest writers of New England. 


Tue Hory Spinit.—A discourse delivered 
at the ordination of George Knox, as pastor 
‘of the Baptist church in Topsham, Me. By 
|Z. Bradford, Pastor of the Baptist church 
\in North Yarmouth. 
| We like the principles, the plan, and the 
| earnestness of this discourse. Thereis how- 
| ever, in some instances, a want of simplicity in 
| the style, a sort of gorgeousness, and over- 
| doing, which affected us a little unpleasantly 





| 


| if it occur, ean hardly 


Now I affirm that that assertion is an untruth | re Paratancy, of Famity Library Magazine, New 


ork | Geo. A. Peters ; Boston, Saaton & Pierce. 
We had heard much of this, but had never 
ken it into our hands until through the po- 
teness of the Boston publishers, we found 
No. just issued, upon our table. 
What an admirable engrav- 
’ litle and cantie wi’ 
And what is this on the succeeding 
ine—exquisitely fine. Let us see 
aber. Elihu 
Mrs. Sigourney, Rev. Lyman 
Coleman, Hon. Levi Woodbury, Rev. Seyti- 
mus Tuston, &c. &e. We doubt not it is an 
excellent thing, deserving all the praise it has 
received. But here by its side lies 


Tae Cuaristian Famicy Maoazine, asimilar 
publication, equally beautiful perhaps, the 
January number of which we remember to 
have noticed. 


Tue Morner’s Montary Jovrnat. Edited 
by Mrs, E. C. Allen, and published at Utica, 
E. Hyde 1334 Washington St. is the Agent 
for this valuable periodical in this city. 


Roser Merry’s Museum. This is edited 
by the veritable “Peter Parley”—that inimi- 
table writer for the young, S. G. Goodrich 
Esq. of Roxbury. It is a tasteful litle Maga- 
zine, published monthly for one dollar a 
year. Bradbury, Soden and Co. 10 School St. 
Boston, and 127 Massau St. New York. 





Congress. 


Tvuespay, Feb. 22.—In the House, Mr. 
Saltonstall said that this was the birth-day of 
Washington. There were but two great anni- 
versaries in our Country, one of the birth-day 
of the Nation, andthe other of him to whom 
we are indebted more than to any other indi- 
vidual for the liberty and security of the coun- 
try; both which should be held in sacred re- 
membrance by every lover of freedom. This day 
ought to be devoted to the consideration of the 
public services and civic virtues of Washington, 
and they wouid come back to-morrow, much bet- 
ter prepared to perform their public services. 
On his motion the House then adjourned. 

Wepnespay, Feb. 23—Mr. Mangum, from 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a 
bill appropriating $350,000 for the construction 
of a war steame:, and authorizing the Navy 
Department to contract with Mr. R. L. Stevens 
therefor; which bill was passed. 

The resolution submitted on Monday by Mr. 
Allen, calling on the President for any corres- 
pondence between this Government and Great 
Britain since the last communication, was taken 
up, and after a brief but spirited debate in which 
Messrs. Calhoun and Rives opposed making 
public, as the resolution proposed, the state of 
the negotiations on this delicate subject at this 
crisis, when a messenger had been sent over 
for the purpose of bringing our difficulties with 
Great Britain to a favorable termination, Mr. 
Allen advocated the resolution, and Mr, Linn 
suggested but did not press an amendment of 
inquiry as to the state of negotiations relative 
to the boarding of a boat plying between 
Ogdensburg and Oswego, and the seizure there- 
from by British soldiers of a piece of cannon. 
The resolution on motion of Mr. Rives was laid 
on the table: Yeas 24: Nays 13. 

The bill for the construction of a warsteam- 
er was received from the Senate, and on motion 
of Mr. Mallory, who said the Naval Committee 
had instructed him to report a similar bill, was 
twice read, and without the regular commitment 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Union. 

Tuurspay, Feb. 24.—In the House, Mr. Ray- 
ner, of North Carolina, announced, in a very 
feeling and appropriate speech, the death of 
his colleague, the Hon. Lewis Williams, and 
then sent to the clerk’s table several resolutions 
on the subject. 

The resolutions having been read, Mr. Adams 
made some remarks upon the public services 
and private worth of the deceased, until the 
House adjourned. 

In the Senate, after the reception of the res- 
olution from the House, announcing the death 


Mr. Graham rose, and spoke for some time of 
the merits of the deceased, his well-earned 
fame in the councils of his country, his purity 
of private life, &e. 

Mr. Clay made a brief but very impressive ad- 
dress on the melancholy occasion, when the 
usual resolutions weie adopted, and the Senate 
adjourned. 

As the funeral will take place to-morrow at 
12 o’clock, the Senate will not sit on that 
day. 


Tue Creore Casr.—The letter of the Sec- 


ee 


maenmeiameminiend 


The property on Canal St, formerly belo 

to Dr. ties Charch, was not lo: ‘on 
purchased by the same people, and they have 
already erected upon it a ha structure 
which is almost completed.—.V. F. Bap. 4de. 


Movina cr Towx.—It is stated in the 
Evangelist, that Dr, Macauley’s society in 
re St., and Dr. Philip's in Wall St., have 

etermined to sell their property and remove 
to the upper part of the city. Eventually the 
lower part of New York appears destined to be 
almost wholly occupied by business. — JS. 

Cuvacn Hir.—tIt seems that political news 
papera are not alone in the habit of saying 
sharp things of their opponents, Those dero- 
ted to religious controversy are often quite as 
uncharitable and severe. Read this a 
Boston paper: —Deily Albany Argus. 

Ratner Suanr. In a notice of two ser. 
mons, with an appendix, concerning the depute 
between the Unitarians and Universaliats, 
recently published by the Rev. Mr. Gray, pas 
tor of the church in Bulfinch street, the Chris. 
tian Watchman says. ‘‘The sermons are well 











of the Hon. Lewis Williams, of North Carolina, . 


written, but we see in them no reason why 
they should be entitled ‘Christ and Him 
Crucified,’’ unless it be meant that in this 
Bulfinch street controversy he is crucified over 
again, as he was at firet, between two thieves."’ 


_ Atanmina Acctpent.—On Monday even- 
ing, while the Roman Catholic Irish Mutual Re- 
lief Charitable Society were assembled in Mont- 
gomery Hall, at the corner of Congress and 
Bath streets, to the number of 4or 500 persons, 
and were about dispersing on adjournment, & 
part of the floor suddenly fell to the next oF 
ground floor. It wasa scene of great confusion 
and alarm. Immediate aid was afforded to ex- 
tricate the sufferers. It was found that three 
persons were severely injured, and several 
others slightly. It was fortunate that tae 
number of sufferers was pot greater. 
ld vertiser. 

The Congressional Temperance Society held 
a public meeting in the Representatives, Cham 
ber, Friday evening, atwhich Mr Briggs presi- 
ded. Speeches were made by several members 
of Congress and other gentlemen. 


Within the last twelve months have been 
chronicled the remarkable deaths of a President 
of the United States, a Commodore in command 
at Washington, a Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army, a Judge ef the Supreme Court, and four 
distinguished members of Congress—all suddenly 
deceased in the midst of their responsible duties. 


DeatHn or AN Eprror. Henry Adams, 
Esq., editor of the Litchfield (Conn.) Enquirer, 
was drowned on the Lith instant, while 
on the **big pond,”’ so called, near Litchfield, 

Samuc!l P. Newman, Professor of Rhetoric 
and Oratory in Bowdoin College, Maine, died 
recently, Mr. Newman was Principal of the 
Normal School at Barre, in this State, for some 
time. 


The directors of the Western Raii Road Cor- 
poration have concluded an arrangement for 
the conveyance of the mails, on the terms pro-~ 
posed in the letter of the Postmaster General, 
lately published.’ 


Francis Thomas, Govenor of Maryland, has 
parted fiom his wife finally and forever, it is 
said. She was a Virginia lady, and her name 
was McDowell, The two had been made one 
only seven months before. He,or sho, or both 
were jealous. 


John Hawkins since March last has travelled 
over 7000 miles, delivered nearly 400 lec:ures, 
caused but two disappointments, drank lots of 
cold water, and gained 35 Ibs. in weight. So 
we sce that arduous labor in a good cause 
agrees with this favorite son of Temperance, 

Organ. 


The famous John Wesley said that he never 
knew an instance where wealth amassed by the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, descended to the 
fourth generation, 


An Ipvea.—A correspondent estates that a 
colored preacher, who was lecturing in the 
northern part of the ~~ on the evils of intem- 
perance, among other things said, that a drunk 
ard was far more disobedient than a horse, for 
if the Almighty had said ‘*Wo!”’ to the animal 
he would have stopped; but that he had said 
“Wo!” to the drunkard, yet he still rushed on 
to destruction.—IJnquirer. 


A farmer up North has a fine, fat blooded 
calf that he calls ‘Fanny Ellsler.’"—The cow 
that she sucks,’ saye the Creseent City, ‘ought 
to go by the name of ‘American Public.’ 


A bill to remove the capital of Michigan 
from Detroit to Marshall, passed the Senate of 
that State a few days since. 





CORSET# ARE ABANDONED IN PARIS. 

Sound the loud timbrel o’er Fashion's dark sea, 

The tape-srings are cutten, the ladies breathe 
ree. . 





The correspondent of the New York Cou- 
rier and Enquirer, under date of March Ist. 
writes, 


An important decision has been made in the 
Supreme Court of the United States to-day, jn 
relation to the trial of slaves claimed in the free 
States by citizens of the South. The Court de- 
cided that it was unconstitutional to subject 
the parties to a trial, and that Congress alone 
had the power to prescribe the rules of pro- 





retary of State to Mr. Everett, our minister in 
England, whieh has been transmitted to the 
Senate in answer to a call for information in 
relation to the action by our government on 
the Creole case, has appeared. It shows a 
greater regard for national honor than for hu- 
man rights. Such a document from such a 
source creates astonishment and alarm. The 
following are its doctrines, as given by the 
correspondent of the Evangelist. 


1, That the right of property in slaves is 
guaranteed by the constitution! (‘Not so,’ said 
the Supreme Court, last winter, in the great 
Mississippi cases. ) 

2. That those men, though beyond the prov- 
ince of the local law that enslaved them, and 
though there is no U. S. law to define and pun- 
ish their act as a crime, are guilty of ‘mutiny’ 
and ‘murder.’ This, of course, denies their 
natural right to assert their freedom, and obtain 
liberty by force from the pirates who took it 
from them, on the high seas! 

8. That other nations must refuse every sym- 
pathy and succor to men thus escaping from 
slavery,as a matter of international law, and 
if they do not use their power to redeem them 
to bondage again, the U. S. will consider it a 
just cause of war!’’ 

The same writer adds, 

“These are precisely the doctrines of Cal- 
houn’s resolves in 1839. And are the sons of 
those who fought to sustain the doctrines of the 
Declaration of Independence, ready to sustain 
such views? Is the impudence of slavery, in 
demanding to have its right over its victims 
recognized by the laws of nations, to be endured? 
The right of any nation to refuse to give up 
murderers, escaping from another country, is 
not denied by any one. Is a slave, asserting 
his freedom, to be outlawed as a pirate, by all 
nations? Is SuaveRy to ride over the freedom 
and socereignty of all nations, and compel 
every one to do homage to it?’’ 





General Intelligence. 


A Burmesx War.—Present movements in 
Burmah seem to indicate approaching hostilities 
with the English. Tharrauaddy, by the last 
accounts, was about leaving his capital for 
Rangoon with 200,000 attendants. Stockades 
have been thrown up at Martaban, opposite 
Rangoon, at the mouth of the Thaluan, and all 
along the Burmese back, up that stream—the 
Governor has returned an official communication 
unopened—and the common people in Burmah 
maintain that the kingis coming down to fight 
the English, and drive them from the provinces 
they hold. Itissaid thatthe king is encour- 
aged to this course by the present engagement 
of the British forces in China, and even urged 
to it by the Chinese emperor, as aiding him 
in his present contest. The result of the war, 
be any other than the 
extension of British sway over the entire king- 
dom of Burmah, and its complete opening to 
missionary effort. 

Procress or Romanism—The Pres- 
byterian house of worship on Second Avenue, 
was sold on Monday week by order of Chancery, 








and purchased by the Roman Catholics for $12, 
150. 


ding in such cases. 

Mr. Clay made his long looked for speech in 
the Senate, on his Retrenchment Tariff Reso- 
lutions. He spoke upwards of two hours, re- 
viewing the resolutions, and explaining their 
objects seriatim. The most intense faterest 
pervaded an assembly, which, in point of 
fashion, intelligence aud beauty was never sur- 
passed even in that chamber. Mrs, Madison, 
under the belief that Mr. Clay was making his 
losing speech, h d the Senate with her 
presence. Every nook and corner were densely 
crowded. The reporters, in a more material 
sense than Macbeth by Banquo’s ghost, were 
literally ‘pushed from their stools,’ some of 
which were even taken possesion of by ladies. 
The effort of Mr. Clay is regarded by his friends 
as among the greatest of his life. 








Notices. 


The next meeting of the Baptist ministers in the vicinity 
of Fitchburg, will be beiden with bro. Orlando m, 
in Princeton, on Monday, March @ist, at 3P. M, Bro. D. 
Goddard will preac 


GEO. D. FELTON, Secretary . 
Westminster, Feb. 28, 1842. 


41C¥- The Ministerial Conference of 
Association, will hold ite next meets ° 
J.W. vs & ia Customs, go suaeee inet., at 10 
‘clock, . . WH, Secretary. 
6 Brociiline, March 2, 1842. ; 


Cards. 
The subscriber gratefally acknowledges the receipt of thirt 
doliars, frome Fitend of Missions, at Mill Vinge Dedhen 


Mass.) toconstitute him a Life Member, of the 
Mission Society. 


Boston ioe 
house of 





JOSEPH B. DAMAN. 
West Dedham, Feb. 25th, 1542 


The subscriber acknowledges the receipt of @17,26 from 
the “ Fouss, Anti-Slavery, Foreign Mission Society,” of 
Freeport . 

¢ &. G. SHIPLEY, 
Treasurer of A. B. A. 8. Convention. 

The subscriber acknowledges with great pleasure, the re 
ceipa of fifty dullears from the third Baptiet Church and So 
ciety in Providence, RB. L to constitme hime Director 


of the American Seaman's Friend mea. oi 





Marriages. 


In this city, by Rev. Mr. Stow, Mr. 
dier to Miss Emeline P. Bemis; Mr. Ben jamie f Breeden 
to Miss eg on = a merry B 

ha A. kell : e vin Swallow to Miss Sarah 
aon. 7 her. Mr Driver, Mr. Andeows Holden to Miss 


Mary C. ea? by Rev N Meme, Mr. Delane March 

to Miss Sarah P. oy Ror 3B had P er. 

to Mre. Eather Wheeler aot 10 Bice H, 
. Wercent tad 


I 





Deaths. 


Crerch years, sud entertained to the last e sisrong 
of a bieesed immertality, 
In Westford, Sarah Dey, daughter of Rev Ambrose 


Day, 17. 
| 4 Wobern, Mra. Pamela, wife of Dea. Gideon Foster, tet 
| meriy of Chariestown, G4. 
| In Sudbury. Mre Sally. wife of Mr. Dishe Heat, 71 
At Keene, N. H. 10h olt.. Rey Daseee Bi Posuwener, 
Pastot of the first Congregational Scciety in Deerficid, Mass. 
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Poctry. 
“The Bridal Eve. 


Sister! sweet Sister! on thy brow 

The bridal wreath sits lightly now; 

And fond affection’s hand hath bound 

Its priceless gems that wreath around; 

Love’s budding flowers have shed their bloom 
Around thy path in sweet perfume ;— ’ 
And Hope, and Peace, and Joy, have met, 
Thy presence with their smiles to greet. 





In thy dark, resplendent eye, 
Woman’s hopes are beaming high; 
And on thy sweetly earnest face 
Thickly coming thoughts I trace— 
Hath not thy young spirit caught 
Hues with deeper feeling fraught? 
Doth it not a power own 

To its childhood’s years unknown? 


Sure it doth—and that deep spell 

Of bright, glad beauty fits thee well. 

A holier grace is o’er thee cast— 

More gravely sweet the smile thou hast; f 
More beautiful thy soft cheek glows, 
Blending the lily with the rose: 

As if some seraph charm were sent, 

To make thy presence eloquent. 


| 


And speaking eyes are fixed on thine, 
With look which thou canst well divine; 
For thy swect glance of tenderness 
Might well have power the soul to bless . 
Ay, it is thy nuptial hour— 

They’ve led thee to the bridal bower, 
And given thee the right to claim 
Another title and a name. 


And I, with gay and laughing tone, 

Have wished thee joy, thou lovely one! 
And my full heart hath fervently 

Craved Heaven’s best blessings all for thee, 





And greeted thee with kiss and smile— 


But O! my soul is sad the while— : 


My spirit is bowed in this joyous hour, 
And o’er it hath stolen a mournful power. 
Swift thought on thought goes thronging back 
To the spent years in Memory’s track— 
To the scer.es of youth’s glad sunny day, 
Which have now forever passed away! 
I think of all thou hast been to me— - 
On all that I have been to thee! 
And a thousand thoughts of all things dear 
Call from my bursting heart the tear! 
O I thought not that the parting hour 
Would on my soul such anguish pour, 
Though I thought and knew the time must come 
When thou should’st leave our parent home; 
But I would not cloud an eve like this, 
I would not mar this hour of bliss: 
But will seal the fountain of my heart, 
Nor let one tear unbidden start. 
**My heart is bound as with a spell!’’ 
Sister! sweet Sister! fare thee well! 
I must not speak one burning word, 
Another thought must not be stirred. 
Go forth—accept thy sister’s prayer 
That all thy days be free from care— 
Affection’s flower still round thee dwell— 
Sister! loved Sister! fare thee well! 

New Yorker. 


Miscellany. 


Simultaneous Reading, 


It is a painful fact, that, with the mul- 
tiplicity of books and papers of a light, 
amusing character, so generally pos- 
sessed, the standard spiritual classics, 
circulated by the American Tract Society 
and through other channels, are too often 
unperused, or are read in a cursory and 
profitless manner. A habit of reading 
for amusement or mental excitement has 
in many cases become so firmly -fixed, 
that it. can only be broken up by some 
well-digested plan for superinducing a 
counter habit. ‘The mere occasional, 
hurried perusal of a work like Baxter’s 
Saints’ Rest will not serve to correct a 
taste that has been formed by the habitu- 
at reading of works that address them- 
selves alone to the imagination and the 
passions. Like the influence of the pul- 
pit, if a sermon were only heard now and 
then, or there were no slaled seasons of 
worship, the, impression, if any, is ever 
transient and of little worth. 

One reason why books that are truly 

valuable are no more read, is, that the 
attention is not turned to any particular 
volume; nor any system adopted in fami- 
lies and congregations by which the so- 
cial principle is made available in adding 
interest to the work read. Like the law 
of fluids, that which is lightest rises to 
the surface and first attracts attention; 
while that which has solidity and intrinsic 
value may lie for years buried and for- 
gotten. Now, if there were no injury to 
the mind and heart from this voracity for 
literary skimmings; and if there were no 
loss in mental vigor and spiritual life from 
a continued neglect of the richest aliment 
ever furnished for the soul, an alarm 
were needless, and a remedy uncalled 
for. But so long as ‘‘books preserve as 
in a vial the purest efficacy and extrac- 
tion of the living intellect that bred 
them,’’ so that a man’s character is as 
much formed by the books he reads, as 
by the company he keeps; and while it is 
palpable that multitudes are ripening for 
perdition under influences from the press 
that draw the heart away from every thing 
good, who might with a little attention be 
brought under the power of a sanctified 
press, we feel constrained respectfully to 
suggest for the consideration of ministers 
and Christians a plan of easy application 
and of undoubted utility, which, with the 
Divine blessing, may remedy some of the 
evils alluded to. It has already been 
adopted, with great cordiality and mani- 
fest usefulness, by several churches in 
Boston and vicinity, New York, and else- 
where. 














THR PLAN. 

Let the pastor, or officers or members 
of a chureh, or the head of a family, se- 
lect a particular book of standard practi- 
cal value most generally possessed, or 
which can be economically obtained— 
such for example as “Baxter's Call to thé 
Unconverted,” or the “Saints’ Rest.” 
the ‘Pilgrim's Progress,” or “Rise ral 
Progress’’—with the understanding that 
every member of the church and congre- 
gation, or family, will read it attentively 


me, 


Freedom~The Pulpit and the Slave. 


[The following are extracts from the 
reply of the Rev. Mr. Pierpont to the com-' 
mittee of the convention, by which he was 
recently nominated to the chief magis- 
tracy of this Commonwealth. } 


and prayerfully within a specified tt , 
say one month for a small volume, an 

two months for a larger one. If the pas- 
tor of achurch should deliver a discourse 
‘on the general subject of the volume in 


a . , serve to 
course of reading, 1 would 


i in its perusal, and 

e interest 10 its p ’ ! c _% 

reg pao on the heart. Nearly If you correctly represent the opinion 
ix the 


scary individu! in a congregation might a aaa ey when 7” say. we 

de familiar with a large class y believe that no mercly persona 
thus be ma considerations would deter me from 
lending any aid in my power to the great’ 
object for which the convention as- 
sembled, they did me justice in that be- 
lief. But, situated as I am, I cannot act 
merely from personal considerations. © I 
am associated with men who have proved 
themselves my friends, by standing faith- 
fully by me in an attempt to vindicate the 
freedom and independence of the Auferi- 
can pulpit—a work almost, if not entirely, 
identical with that which the Liberty 
Party has taken in hand, for I think that, 
the pulpit must be disenthralled before the 
slave can be. The Christian; mintster 
must be free, and feel that' he is so, 
before he can raise his hand or his vbice 
to break the chains of the slave. ‘In this 
work we are engaged. We consider 
ourselves as mutually pledged io this 
cause, till itis decided. My friends, in 
this struggle, have shown good fidelity to 
me and our common cause. ‘To the 
faithful I shall show myself: faithful. 
Were I sure that the party that tenders 
me this nomination could give me the 
office itself, no earthly oflice or honor 
could induce me to desert the post of 
duty at which | now stand, so long, aa our 
success is doubtful, and so Jong as my 
friends in Hollis Street Society continue 
to stand firmly around it with me. 

There are those among. my ‘parish 
friends, who think that I can more. effec- 
tually serve the cause of the slave where 
I now stand, than I could intthe. chair 
where the committee desire to place -me; 
and in the present state of our-case, my 
own opinion leans decidedly ‘towards 
theirs, and I assure you, my’ friends; 
that all that I can do for the cause of 
human freedom, I shall feel myself.bound 
nunity is worldly, such will be the con-|to do, stand wherever I may. -Your 
versation. If the minds and hearts of a|cause is a holy one, and Ged. will raise 
community are imbued with the spirit of} up good men, as they are wanted, to take 
che writers of the seventeenth century, the|hold of it and carry it on. Every thing 
conversational thermometer will continu-|is encouraging. ‘The madness of slave- 
uly rise higher and higher. ry’s minions—the impudénceé’ of her 

5. The meetings for prayer and ex-|demands—the truckling spirit of Northern 
rortation will be more interesting and|men, in Congress and out of it, who 
profitable. Continual references will be| have the name without the. soul of free- 
made to the book which is occupying at-|men—the spreading and _ strengthening 
tention, which will be understood and| conviction that slavery -is- a gangrene 
valued. There will be a communion of|that is eating out the life of our body 
spiritual feeling, like that enjoyed by|politic—the increasing f€eling of the 
primitive saints, when the Spirit of the] slave’s claims upon the sympathy, prayers 
Lord iuspired them with the love of God| and efforts of the free—the swelling hosts 
and the brethren. of converts to the anti-slavery faith—and 

6. It will give the pastor of a church a|especially the rising tone, of Christian 
clue to the thoughts and feelings of his| morality throughout the civilized world, 
people, so that he may adapt his instruc-|demanding that all men.every where 
tions to their known state of mind. The|should repent of the sin of binding and 
pastor can thus bring the combined power | holding their fellow men in chains—all 
of the pulpit and the press to produce an| these’ things show to such as see the 
impression on any given topic, such as|hand of God in the changes of human 
the atonement, salvation by grace, Chris-|alfairs, that ere long anti-slavery soci- 
tian consecration, &e. eties will have finished the work that is 

7. In all these ways the intelligent piety assigned them to do. 
ff Christians will be greatly promoted, 
and a habit of devout reading and medita- 
tion superinduced, to the exclusion of 
many influences that are worldly and de- 
moralizing. The attentive reader of the 
biographies of holy men of past genera- 
tions will find that they almost uniformly 
acknowledge their indebtedness, under 
God, to religious books, as one of the 
principal means of advancement in the 
divine life. Isaac Watts, of blessed 
memory, devoted two years entirely to 
levout reading and prayer. Would not 
the piety of the present age be more 
principled, deep and thorough, if the med- 


of the best religious books in the world 
within a short period; which, but for some 
such plan, might either be unpossessed, 
or, if on the shelf of the library, left 
there unperused and useless. Arrange- 
nents should be made by which all who 
are unprovided may he supplied with the 
volumes selected. 

[He MANiroLD ApvANTAGES oF SUCH A 

Pian 

must be obvious to every reflecting mind. 
Chey can hardly be stated in terms that 
will not weaken their force. 

1. If generally adopted, the millions of 
good books already in the hands of the 
people; and but little studied, will be 
brought into immediate and profitable 
use, 

2. It will furnish an occasion for the 
easy supply of destitute families with reli- 
gious books, one by one, which may 
prove the means of salvation to them. 

8. It will increase the amount of useful 
reading an hundred fold. Parents will 
read for their spiritual profit, and that 
they may set the example to their chil- 
dren and domestics. Ministers will give 
increased ‘‘attendance to reading” that 
may serve to promote their own spiritual- 
ity, and will be stimulated to effort to 
meet the growing taste for elevated 
and deeply spiritual Gospel instruction. 
The people will read the books in course, 
from a conviction of the importance of 
the measure, and because others are 
reading with whom they meet and con- 
verse, 

4. Religious conversation will thus be 
rreatly promoted. ‘Out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” 
(f the reading of an individual or com- 





For the Christian Reflector. 
War with England. 


INTEREST NOT A SUFFICIENT GUARANTEE 
AGAINST IT. 


On this point I find a very general 
mistake. How often have I heard men of 
say, ‘“‘there’il be no war 
with England. Men have grown too wise 
to play such a suicidal game. The par- 
ties understand their own interests too 
well to plunge, for so trifling a bone of 
contention, into a war that would do them 


intelligence 


both so vast an amount of injury. They 
itative character of the seventeenth were may bluster; but they wont fight. 


commingled with the active spirit of the 
nineteenth century? And would not 
the plan proposed, if generally adopted 
and thoroughly carried out, do much to 
bring this about? 

8. This plan, with the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit, would bring glory to God in 
the conversion of the impenitent. The 


They’ll look out well enough for that;— 
you can’t goad them into war.” 

This reasoning seems quite plausible, 
and would be conclusive, if men always 
followed the dictates of reason or enlight- 
ened self-interest; but look at facts. How 
foolish for two men to fight each other till 
they are both bruised almost to jelly! 
religious press, while it is an auxiliary to| We should hardly think it possible, yet 
the ministry, and to every thing good, is| men, in moments of uncontrolable pas- 
also an independent and blessed means of| sion, do quarrel thus. How suicidal for 
grace and salvation. Thousands of the|aman to drink away his own reason and 
choicest servants of Christ could say with | strength till he sinks into the gutter, as 
Baxter, ‘‘thus by means of books alone was|helpless, and almost as loathsome as a 
God pleased to resolve me for himself.” | lifeless carcass! Yet there the drunkard 
A-careful examination of the biography | lies; and all your reasonings can never 
of fifty-five eminent and useful Christians} disprove the fact. 
contained in the London Religious Tract The Merchant for War.—Mr. Jay, when 
Society’s series of Christian Biography, | on a mission to England in 1794, was in- 
Shows that thirty-two of the number were | vited to a public dinner in company with 
,either hopefully converted, or their reli-|some two hundred merchants then en- 
.gious character moulded by books; while} gaged in the American trade; and, when 
,the instrumentality employed in the con-| asked for a toast, he proposed, in refer- 
‘version of nineteen of the rest is not|ence to the war than raging between 
stated. Has the gospel in this form lost | France and England, the following—.2 
its power? or will not a plan by which | safe and honorable peace to all the belliger- 
the spiritual classics of the church may |ent powers. ‘‘You cannot conceive,”’ he 
be brought into familiar and favorable | says, ‘‘how coldly it was received; and, 
contact with impenitent minds, be blessed | though civility induced them to give it 
in leading many wandering souls to the three cheers, yet they were so faint and 
fold of Christ? single as most decidedly to show, that 

What mind can conceive the influence | peace was not the thing they wished.” 
that would be exerted on this country, if} The man of Commerce for War.—“‘Did 
this simple plan were adopted even so far! you hear the lecture last evening on 
as that within a given month Baxter's peace?” saida friend of our cause to a 
Call could be placed in the hands of every gentleman of intelligence and wealth in 
family, and read simultaneously! —_It| one of our sea-ports.—‘‘No, Sir; I have 
would be like concentrating the rays of| heard enough on that subject.” —‘‘But I 
Monge y's million burning glasses on as} should think you would take a special in- 
pags pe rte the fire of repentance, | terest in it, since you have so much at 
by the Spira s blessing on one of his most} stake on the question ‘of peace or war. 
reengty meer — envelope the| You must be well aware how much a war 
land and mend van 7" light of that Blo-| would injure you.”’—‘‘Yes; I know that 
rious millennial morning toward which well enough. Ihave now afloat on the 
the eye « asa cherch has been so long} ocean more than I am worth, and should 
gazing with anxious hope and long desire. probably lose no small part of it; but that 

C. | makes no difference with me. Il wont be 
iusulted; l’iihave my rights at any sac- 
rifice; and, if England prefers war to 











Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly; angels could no more. 


| yielding our claims, let it come, I say? 1) 
| 


+care not how soon.”’ 


-Would you like to look at this pam-| 
phlet? I inquired not long since of a| 
séa-captain, naturally kind and gener-| 
jots.—‘*What is it?”—On peace, de-| 
| signed to show the guilt and evils of war, 
jand the way to avoid it.—‘‘No, Sir; 1) 
[ean’e read on that subject now.” But | 


; why not?—*'I like peace well enough in | 
| its place; but I want to hear nothing about 
|it till we have settled our difficulties with 
Eogland.”—This is the very time for it, 
ifever; and you are the man to take an/| 
interest in it. War would drive you 
from your business.—‘‘I] don’t care a 
fig for that. I was in London when there 
was the greatest prospect ofa war; and 
I told them, though all Lhad was at stake, 
and would probably be sacrilied, I was at} 
that moment ready fur war. We shall 
never settle our difliculties without fight- 
ing; and I care not how soon it comes.” 
The greatest sufferers from War most 
ready lo welcome ils return.—Not long ago 
I visited a seaport, (Marblehead), depen- 
dent, with its five or six thousand inhab- 
itants, mainly on the ocean for their sup- 
port, and sure to be injured by war more 
than almost any other place in the land. 
**Yet,” said an old and well informed 
citizen, ‘‘the people of M. are notorious 
for their readiness, their eagerness to 
rush into war. I doubt whether the war- 
spirit is so pfe in any other place. ‘They 
plume themselves on their patriotism, a 
fighting patriotism, and seem proud, both 
of their achievements and their sufferings 
in war. Perhaps no place of its size in 
the country has suffered so much from this 
cause. ‘Take two specimens. A regi- 
ment of 600 men went from this town 
under Col. Glover into the Revolutionary 
War; and hardly a man, a mere fraction 
of them ever returned, It left us a pop- 
ulation forthe most part of .widows and 
orphans. In our last war, we lost by the 
capture of a single privateer’s-mau three 
hundred of our citizens; and, at the close 
of the war, no less than 500 men from 
this place were found in Dartmoor prison 
alone! Yetthe people as a body are 
probably more ready than almost any 
others in the land for war, and wait only 
asignal from our government to plunge 
into it with eager delight.” 

Here are facts against theory. You 
say that awar between us and England 
would deeply injure both parties. Very 
true; but does this prove that there will 
be no war? Do individuals and commu- 
nities never do any thing which they 
knew will injure them? Have not the 
abettors of war in every age known it to 
beasuicidal game? Yet have they, with 
their eyes opento its evils, rushed into 
it. Somay England and America. The 
known, admitted certainty of its incurably 
injuring them both, is no security against 
War; and I confess my surprise, that 
men of reflection should rest on argument 
so clearly fallacious. Erasmus, 








The Statre of Washington. 


I have never mentioned the glorious 
statue of Washington, sculptured by 
Greenough, by order of Congress, to be 
placed in the rotunda of the capitol. It 
was found, us was predicted last summer 
by Mr. Adamsand others, that the pedestal 
placed for it under the centre ofthedome, 
with the light shining on the top ofthe head, 
and throwing the features of the face into a 
disagreeable shade, had entirely destroyed 
the effect of the sculptor’s skill, An order 
has been obtained through the activity of 
Mr. Preston, to try a different position; 
and to-day a body of workmen have been 
removing it toa point near the west door 
of the rotunda, lowering it, also, about 
three feet from its former height. The 
eflect of a change of the light is magnifi- 
cent. The full illumination of the face 
shows with what genius the artist has 
shadowed forth the sublime character of 
the Pater Patriw. Yet 1 fear that no 
change of place will ever make this noble 
statue give satisfaction to the American 
people, because, as a whole, there is 
nothing American in the conception. 


Rev. J. Leavitt. 


True Philosophy. 

The following short dialogue, the sub- 
stance of which we saw in an exchange 
paper not long since, may be of consider- 
able advantage to those who wish to ob- 
tain a knowledge of human nature.—Chr. 
Herald. 

‘*Ho, neighbor, how is it that you are 
all in a -reekting sweat this cold, snowy 
morning ?”’ 

‘I have been hard at work in trying to 
drive my sheep under shelter.” 

‘‘Well, have you succeeded?” 

“No. The harder I drove, and the 
louder I shouted, the more determined 
they seemedto be notto enter. 1 have 
provided for them a warm, dry shed, and 
a plenty of good food; but the foolish 
creatures prefer to remain out in the 
wind and snow.” 

‘Well, neighbor, I advise you next 
time to call your sheep, instead of driving 
them.” 

The above is most sound philosophy. 
Mankind may be won over tu virtuous 
deeds by kindness, when they cannot be 
driven. Some one has remarked, that 





for their fellows around whom a cursing 
habit has fastened its deadly coils. The 
feeling heart of the reformed man finds a 
response in the bosom ofthe unhappy in- 
ebriate. He is delighted with the thought 
of again becoming a sober man, a bless- 
ing to himself and to community. By 
this noble, generous feeling, he is won 
away from his cups, assumes his place in 
society, drinks in the spirit of joy and 
gladness which fill the hearts of the re- 
deemed company, and with joyous heart 
becomes a fellow- laborer in the glorious 
reform. 


National Consistency. 
We formed the Union 
justice” 


‘to 

oe . *, oe k 
—‘‘to secure the blessings of 
liberty.”’ 


establish 


This was our profesion; new 
for our practice. 

We authorize the African slave trade 
to be carried on for twenty years. 

We forbid the free States from treating 
as free, men, women, children, flying 
from bonds, and seeking refuge within 
their limits: we enioin the authorities to 
deliver them up afresh to their pursuers; 
we authorize any one claiming another 
as his slave, to haul him before a Justice 
of the Peace —it may be, one of his own 
choosing,—and to have the case decided 
on affidavits, and on ex parte testimony 
This we do, and 
our fellow creatures, dwelQug among us in 
peace, fearing no harm, ate precipitated, 
often within the compass of a few minutes, 
from their fire-sides and families, into the 
horrible gulf of slavery. This-we- do, 
without the intervention of a jury, al- 
though the Constitution provides that, 
‘‘in suits at common law, where the yalue 
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars 
the trial by jury shall be preserved,” and 
‘that no person shall be deprived of life, 
liberty or property, without due process of 
law.”? All this we do, converting *the 
free States into hunting grounds for hu- 
man prey, and attempt to cover it from 
the world and even from ourselves, by 
calling the slave a ‘‘person held to service 
under laws,”’ and the slave catcher, ‘‘the 
party to whom such service is due.” 

We guaranty to every slave State the 
whole power of the Union to suppress 
every attempt of the enslaved to achieve 
their own liberty; and this without refer- 
ence to the treatment they receive from 
their masters, or to the fact, that in sev- 
eral of the States the slaves are the major- 
ity, and in contempt of the Declaration 
of Independence, while asserting that 
whenever any form of goverument fails to 
protect life and liberty, ‘‘it isthe right of 
the people [the majority] to alter or abol- 
ish it.” 

We purchase Louisiana and Florida 
by treaty. I say nothing now of the want 
of constitutional authority to do that; I 
say only, that the President and Senate 
alone have established slavery in thern— 
not justice. 

In the District of Columbia, for which 
Congress is the exclusive constitutional 
legislature, at the heart of the nation, 
Cengress have established slavery and 
the slave trade—not justice. 

We glory over the nations, because of 
our having been the first to abolish by 
law the African slave trade. We didn’t 
need it any longer. The American slave 
trade had superseded it. This we drive 
by sea and by land, in season and out 
of season, and und ercircumstances inhu- 
man and revolting. 


of his own procuring. 


We acknowledge the independence of 
a band of Texan marauders, almost be- 
fore they lay aside the arms with which 
they perpetrated the robbery of their gen- 
erous host; we refuse to have any nation- 
alintercourse with Hayti, whose Tous- 
saint may well stand beside any living or 
dead man;—with Hayti, who achieves 
her independence by the valor of her 
sons, and who has maintained it, almost 
with the world against her, for half a 
century. 

We love liberty? Yet the Presiden- 
tial candidates of the two great parties, 
at the last two elections, have been called 
on publicly to pledge themselves in de- 
fence of slavery. They did it, even 
promising the veto, should it become 
necessary. 

Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress habitually stigmatize the followers 
of Franklin, and Jay, and Rush, and 
Woolman, and Benezet, as traitors, in- 
cendiaries, fanatics; give their approba- 
tion to Lynch law, where they are con- 
cerned, declaring they ought tobe hanged, 
‘hanged like dogs.” ’ 

The Senate, by a parliamentary trick, 
eludes the reading of the petitions for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and wherever else Congress 
has the power to abolish it, and it has 
done so year after year; the House of 
Representatives, by arule, exclude them. 
Thus both houses trample on the Consti- 
tution, to defend slavery, and it is submit- 
ted to. 

We have ‘‘freedom of speech’’ se- 


cured to us in the Constitution—on 
paper. How has it fared the last ten 
years? Who dares go into the southern 


half of this Union and speak of the De- 
claration of Independence, except in 
whispers, and publicly insist that the 
object of the constitution—to establish 





none can be scolded out of their sins. 
It requires a melting, sofiening influence 
to bring a sinser to Christ. ‘The charms 
and glories of the Gospel must allure, or 
the terrors of the law will but produce 
sullenness and despair. 


temperance reformation now going on in 
philosophy. They have warm and sym- 


pathising hearts. 
the brink of a drunkard’s grave, they 





\tice? No one, unless he has made up 
| his mind to be scourged like a slave—to 
| die—to be ‘‘hanged like a dog.” 


The new instrumentality in the glorious | 


justice—ought to be carried out in prac- 


Birney's Letter. 


The Young Laywer. 


| BY BISHOP CHASE, 
the land, have adapted themselves to this | There lived in Poughkeepsie, at this 


jtime, a venerable lady and her talented 


As men taken from) son-in-law. 


The former was exceedingly anxious 


|rejoice in their salvation. They can feel | about the latter, because of his loose and 


iafidel opinions on religious subjects; and } 
| yet few men were more amiable in man- 
ners, or more sprightly in conversation. | 
}O, Sir,” said the lady to the writer, “Ty! 

| 


|wish you to have a serious conversation | 
jwith my son-in-law, on the subject of 
Perhaps he may hearken 
ite you, though to all of us he turns a deaf! 
ear, whenever we speak on the holy | 
» 


Christianity. 


scriptures.’ 


| A proposal of this nature seemed to be) 
jidentified with the writer's profession, | 
| Accordingly a day was appointed when | 
ithe lady would spend a social afterneon 
| with the writer and his family, there being | 
;no doubt that the interesting young lawyer 
| would, if properly invited, join the party at 
tea. 

| The interview took place as was ex- 
pected, and, in the full flow of talk, some- 
|thing was desiguedly introduced touching 
ithe Christian religion. Contrary to the 
expectation of his relatives and friends, 
this interesting gentleman did neither 
evade nor oppose what was said, but 
candidly coufessed he was differently 
impressed on that subject from what he 
had been. 


said 
he, “L should have brought forward my 
preliminaries, and before the threshold of 
Christianity were passed, 1 would have 
insisted that they be all satisfactorily 
answered; but at present I feel differently 
disposed.” : 


“Tilla few days ago,’ 


‘‘And what has wrought the change?” 
asked the writer. 

“O Sir,” said he, ‘I must tell the 
whole story; it relates chiefly to Gene- 
ral Hamilton.”’ 

“You know,” said he, ‘that pre- 
eminent character—how that he is not 
only the greatest in the field, in the 
senate, and at the bar, but also the most 
agreeable man in social intercourse. In 
pursuit of his professional duties, he 
passes from New York to Albany, to 
attend the higher courts, and Pough- 
keepsie is his stopping place for rest and 
social chat. We young lawyers delight 
to meet him at Hendrickson’s tavern and 
there breathe together the atmosphere of 
wit and satire. Not long since, he passed 
by: we gathered round him, and he greeted 
us with his usual cordiality. But there 
was something altered in his wit—it was 
solemn, yet more affectionate. At length, 
to break the spell, I ventured, as erst, a 
story, the edge of which was ridicule 
against Christians and their creed. As 1] 
finished the anecdote, instead of the loud 
laugh, the responsive tale, the General 
gravely asked me if I knew what I had been 
talking of? Confusion is the best name I 
can give my feelings and behavior before 
the great man at such a question from 
his lips.—Seeing my embarrassment, he 
said he did not design to give me pain, 
but by his question, to call my attention 
to his own case. 

‘**Not many months ago,’ said he, ‘I 
was, as you are, doubtful of the truths of 
Christianity; but some circumstances 
turned my thoughts to the investigation 
of the subject, and I now think differently. 
I had been in cotnpany with some friends 
of a similar sentiment in New York, I 
had indulged in remarks much to the 
disadvantage of Christians, and disparage- 
ment of their religion. 1 had then gone 
further than before I had dene in this 
way. Coming home, I stood, late at 
night, on the door steps, waiting for my 
servant. In this moment of stillness, my 
thoughts returned to what had just passed 
at my friend’s, and on what I had said 
there. And what if the Christian re- 
ligion be true, after all? The thought 
certainly was natural, and it produced in 
my bosom the most alarming feelings, 1 
was conscious that I had never examined 
it—not even with that attention which a 
small retaining fee requires in civil cases. 
In this, I hold myself bound to make up 
my mind according to the laws of evi- 
dence; and shall nothing be done of this 
sort, in a question that involves the fate 
of man’s immortal being? Where every 
thing is at stake, shall I bargain all 
without inquiry?—Wilfully blinding my 
own eyes, shall I laugh at that, which, if 
true, will langh me to scorn in the day of 
judgment? These questions did not 
allow me to sleep quietly. In the morn- 
ing I sent to my friends, the clergy, for 
such books as treated on the evidence of 
Christianity—I read them, and the result 
is, I believe the religion of Christians to 
be the truth—that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God—that he made an atonement for 
our sins by his death, and that he rose 
for ourgustification.’ 

“This is the substance of General 
Hamilton’s declaration to me at Hen- 
drickson’s, and you may judge how I feel 
since. As I have followed the General 
in many other respects, so would I 
imitate him here. 

“Will you lend me books, that I may 
read, as he did, before I give my 
opinion?” 

The books were accordingly taken to 
his house, but he never read them. A 
press of business intervened. He put 
| off his duty to a more convenient season; 
| that season never came till it was too late. 
A sudden disease deprived him of reason 
jand of life. This talented and interesting 
|young lawyer passed from a temporal to 
jan eternal state—and let the word of God 
jtell the rest. 

The story of General Hamilton, which 
this talented person was the means of 
| communicating to the writer, ought not 
jto be forgotten. It was, from the time 
\the writer heard it, of the deepest inter- 
lest; and when the tidings came of the 
|General’s death, it formed the basis of a 
sermon preached in Poughkeepsie, on 
ithe 2d day of July, 1804. This story is 
| recorded here, because it forms a part of 
the writer’s reminiscences. 


West Ep. Uos 
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